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W elcome to Group Travel 
World’s first London 
supplement, packed full 

of inspiration and ideas for a group 
itinerary in the capital.

Inside, GTW have provided a 
comprehensive list of attractions, 
accommodation and restaurants, 
with tourism experts contributing 
additional tour incentives. London 
& Partners have kindly supported 
GTW’s ‘Guide to London’ with 
articles on page (4) and (46).

Flick to our opening spread to 
read what’s new and upcoming 
in 2015/16, including Hampton 
Court Palace celebrating its 500th 
anniversary (www.hcp500.hrp.
org.uk) and the launch of a new 
attraction on London’s South Bank; 
Shrek’s Adventure London (www.
shreksadventure.com). 

For a scenic jaunt around 
maritime Greenwich, GTW highly 
recommends Greenwich Royal Tours 
(www.greenwichroyaltours.com), 
with acclaimed ‘Blue Badge Guide’ 
Graham Bleasdale detailing walking 
tour options on page (8). 

A complete list of ‘Blue Badge 
Guides’ is available from page (12).

Additionally, Talk of the Town 
(www.talkofthetownlondon.com) 
launched in August 2014 and offer 
bespoke theatrical tours of ‘London 
by Londoners.’ You can read their 
contribution on page (30). 

With reference to London’s 
‘TheatreLand,’ GTW interviewed 
Alan Morrissey (38), who plays 
Gerry Goffin in Beautiful: The 
Carole King Musical at the Aldwych 
Theatre (www.beautifulmusical.
co.uk).

Keep up to date with Group 
Travel World by subscribing at www.
grouptravelworld.com or alternatively 
call Julie Agius, GTW’s Marketing 
and Subscriptions Executive.
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WHAT’S NEW AND UPCOMING

London & Partners detail the latest 
attractions, gallery exhibitions, 
hotels and theatre trips that prove 
why London is the world’s best city 
destination for groups

What’s new 
for 2015

W
hen the Mastercard 
Global Cities Index 
Report crowned 
London as the 

most popular visitor destination in 
2014, they were recognising the 
outstanding experiences offered 
by this remarkable city. Make sure 
you bring your groups to London 
in 2015, as the city gears up its 
group offering, with plenty of new 
attractions opening in the capital. 

2015 marks the 800th 
anniversary of the Magna Carta 
and 500 years since Hampton 
Court Palace was built, so expect 
plenty of exciting new events to 
commemorate both anniversaries. 
We also look forward to the Rugby 
World Cup, a treat for rugby fans 
from around the world.  

With unique hotels, brand new 
venues, thrilling culture and brilliant 
shopping, London’s crop of fresh 
experiences will impress even the 
most seasoned client. 
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Here are some of London’s 
eagerly awaited foodie, 
accommodation and entertainment 
arrivals that you simply shouldn’t 
miss. 

This summer, fans of 
DreamWorks Animation fi lm Shrek 
will be able to embark on Merlin 
Entertainments’ new attraction, 
based on the most successful 
animated fi lm series of all time. 

This landmark attraction, 
featuring Shrek and friends, will 
open at London’s County Hall, 
South Bank, in summer 2015. 
It will be the fi rst of an initial 
rollout of six attractions over the 
next nine years. It will feature an 
interactive walkthrough adventure 
and character courtyard, where 
visitors will be able to meet Shrek 
and his swamp friends, alongside 
characters from Madagascar, Kung 
Fu Panda and How to Train Your 
Dragon. 

Opening May 2015, Madame 

Tussauds London will take visitors 
through their favourite Star Wars 
scenes. Star Wars at Madame 
Tussauds will be a unique, 
immersive experience featuring 
16 of the most famous heroes and 
villains in scenes from some of the 
most iconic moments featured in 
Star Wars Episodes I – VI. 

Look out for Escape Rooms, the 
latest innovation to hit London, 
which blends old school problem 
solving with modern interactive 
technological twists that will 
make you believe you are in a 
blockbuster action movie.

Catering for intricate conundrum 
indulgers and game enthusiasts 
looking to challenge their team 
skills, Escape Rooms is deservedly 
creating a buzz amongst the 
tourism industry.

At City Academy the 5-Day 
Performing Arts Workshop is a fun 
and action packed course that will 
enable group members to explore 
aspects of dance, acting and singing 
through personal expression and 
physical demonstration.

The course is designed to be 
hugely enjoyable and rewarding. 
It is also designed to build 
confi dence and communication 
skills by encouraging spontaneity, 
the opportunity to step out of 
your comfort zone and work 
proactively as a team. City 
Academy also offers a range of 
shorter courses, such as the half-
day Fashion and Design Workshop, 
where groups are guided through 
the process of fi nding inspiration, 
developing mood boards and 
then translating these ideas into 
designing their own clothing. 

Dazzling new hotels are also 
coming to the capital. Marlin 
Apartments offer six – and soon-to-
be seven apartment developments 
across the capital.

Other openings include the 
newly redesigned fi ve-star hotel 
The Lanesborough, the 120-room 
Gansevoort Hotels (famous for 
their New York hotel in the 
meatpacking district) which 
is coming to Curtain Road, 
and master sushi chef Nobu 

Star Wars at Madame Tussauds will be a 
unique, immersive experience featuring 16 of 
the most famous heroes and villains in scenes 

from some of the most iconic moments 
featured in Star Wars Episodes I – VI

004_007_GTW_GGTL_Up and Coming.indd   5 22/04/2015   11:37



6       Group Travel World  l                                    GUIDE TO LONDON	 www.grouptravelworld.com

Matsuhisa’s first European 
hotel, the Willow Street Hotel in 
Shoreditch.

2015 also brings a new unique 
and delicious way to experience 
London. Join Chocolate Ecstasy 
Tours, founded by Jennifer Earle, 
on one of their six different tours. 
Each outing offers a perspective 
of the region it explores, 
combining the history of the area 
with the history and production 
of chocolate, stopping en route to 
sample a selection of high quality 
truffles, pralines, caramels, bars 
and other treats.   

Additionally, discover London’s 
peerless heritage and explore 
centuries of stunning living history, 
including royal palaces and parks. 
In 2015, Historic Royal Palaces 

marks the 500 year anniversary of 
Hampton Court Palace, revealing 
the complex, thrilling and 
often surprising stories of the 
palace and its people through a 
range of immersive events, live 
interpretation, commissions and 
artist residencies. 

2015 is also the year to delight 
visitors by booking brand new 
exhibitions at some of London’s 
most iconic museums and 
galleries. 

At the National Gallery from 
October 2015, Goya: The Portraits 
will celebrate one of art history’s 
most famous portrait artists and 
provide a penetrating insight into 
both public and private aspects 
of his life. He was considered a 
supremely gifted painter and an 

BOOK NOW
Looking to book your group 
visit? London & Partners can 
help you access everything 
the city has to offer. With its 
informative website, extensive 
listings and dedicated team, 
London & Partners is on hand 
to ensure your group get the 
very best out of London.

Visit London & Partners’ 
dedicated Travel Trade website 
at londonandpartners.com/
travel-trade to find out more.

Tower of London was home to the 
‘Blood Swept Lands and Seas of Red’ 
World War One poppy installation 
throughout 2014, which drew a 
number of visitors to the attraction

In 2015, Historic Royal Palaces marks the 500 
year anniversary of Hampton Court Palace, 

revealing the complex, thrilling and often 
surprising stories of the palace and its people

WHAT’S NEW AND UPCOMING
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excellent social commentator, 
who took the genre of portraiture 
to new heights. Meanwhile, Tate 
Modern will reveal how artists 
around the world engaged with 
the spirit of pop art, in The World 
Goes Pop from September 2015.

Be among the first to see 
the long-awaited Bend It Like 
Beckham – the Musical, which 
makes its debut on the West End 
stage or catch Women on the 
Verge of a Nervous Breakdown at 
the Playhouse Theatre. Starring 
Olivier Award-winning actress 
Tamsin Greig (Episodes, Green 
Wing, Jumpy, God of Carnage) and 
directed by Tony Award-winner 
Bartlett Sher (South Pacific, 

The King and I), this hilarious 
and heartfelt musical is based 
on Pedro Almodóvar’s award-
winning film that celebrates 
women. 

This season, Sadler’s Wells plays 
host to a poignant reflection on 
World War One performed by 
English National Ballet. 

Lest We Forget features a trio of 
works expressing the experiences 
of those who fought in the war and 
those who stayed behind, created 
by three of the most sought-after 
choreographers, Liam Scarlett, 
Russell Maliphant and Akram Khan.

Music fans will be delighted 
to know that award-winning 
musician David Byrne is curating 

the annual Meltdown Festival at 
the Southbank Centre in summer 
2015. Byrne will follow in the 
footsteps of previous directors, 
including Jarvis Cocker, Patti 
Smith, David Bowie, Yoko Ono, 
Ray Davies and Ornette Coleman. 

From September 2015, 
travelling within the city will 
become much simpler, as selected 
lines on the London Underground 
will run round the clock on 
Fridays and Saturdays. 

In addition to the extensive 
network of London’s iconic red 
buses and black taxis, transport 
includes trains, river boats and 
8,000 bikes available through 
London’s cycle hire scheme. 

Looking to book your group 
visit? London & Partners can 
help you access all this. With an 
informative website, extensive 
listings and dedicated team, 
we are here to help make 
sure your group get the very 
best out of London. Visit our 
dedicated Travel Trade website at 
londonandpartners.com/travel-trade 
to find out more. n

Be among the first to see the long-awaited 
Bend It Like Beckham – the Musical, which 
makes its debut on the West End stage or 
catch Women on the Verge of a Nervous 

Breakdown at the Playhouse Theatre 

Hampton Court Palace celebrates its 500th anniversary
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G
reenwich Royal Tours 
was launched four 
years ago and provides 
private walking tours 

of maritime Greenwich by local, 
entertaining and knowledgeable 
guides. Its original Best of 
Greenwich Day Tour has since 
been expanded and the 
company now has six tours 
available, with a seventh planned 
to launch in spring 2015. 

Offering coach groups a 
different take on Greenwich, the 
private tours are popular with all 
parties, from WI’s to corporate 
groups. 

The area is home to a huge 
amount of culture and history, 
not to mention stunning world-
class architecture courtesy of Sir 
Christopher Wren and Nicholas 
Hawksmoor.  

BEST OF GREENWICH 
DAY TOUR
The Best of Greenwich Day Tour 
runs from 0930hrs until 1600hrs 
and combines all of Greenwich’s 
major venues together with a 
pub lunch. Attractions include 
the Greenwich Royal Observatory, 
the National Maritime Museum, 

Cutty Sark, Queen’s House, 
Old Royal Naval College and 
Greenwich Market. 

Tours run daily and can be 
tailored to meet a group’s 
needs in terms of time and cost. 
Admission costs are included, as 
they are on all the tours.

GREENWICH HIGHLIGHTS 
HALF-DAY TOUR 
This three and a half hour 
tour takes in most of the key 
venues in Greenwich, including 
Greenwich Royal Observatory, the 
National Maritime Museum, Cutty 
Sark, Old Royal Naval College and 
the Greenwich Market.
Groups can opt for a pub lunch 
following their tour.

The tour starts at the southern 
side of Greenwich Park where 
the coaches pull in, which is a 
10-minute walk from Greenwich 
Royal Observatory.

Tours usually start at 1230hrs, 
but times can be changed to suit. 
Greenwich Highlights Half-Day 
Tour runs daily.

GREAT GREENWICH
PUB TOUR
Great Greenwich Pub Tour runs 
every evening except Sunday, 
and includes visits to four 
Greenwich pubs. Each has 
its own unique character and 
touring groups receive a free half 
pint of ale at each stop. 

Great Greenwich Pub Tour is a 
great way to learn more about 
the British pub culture. 

The tour starts at 1800hrs and 
usually runs until 2130hrs.

NATIONAL MARITIME 
MUSEUM TOUR
Brand new for the 2015 season, 
the National Maritime Museum 
Tour is a half-day tour that 

Explore Greenwich
Greenwich Royal Tours give walking 
groups a unique insight into the area’s 
rich heritage

The Cutty Sark is the 
world’s sole surviving 
tea clipper.  ALL PICTURES 
GRAHAM BLEASDALE

WHY VISIT?
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WHY VISIT?

includes the museum itself, and 
also incorporates nearby Queen’s 
House. Whilst in the museum, 
visitors can see everything from 
pirate stories to the jacket 
Nelson was wearing the day 
he died on board HMS Victory. 
National Maritime Museum 
Tour takes in the café , which is 
perfect for a mid-term coffee 
break, and also includes a visit 

to Queen’s House, designed by 
the talented Indigo Jones, which 
is now the art gallery for Royal 
Museum Greenwich. 
This tour runs daily.

SHAKESPEARE IN  
LONDON TOUR
Shakespeare in London Tour 
explores where the Bard drank, 
acted and worshipped on 
London’s Southbank.

It takes in the original site 
of Shakespeare’s Globe, the 
earlier Rose Theatre, the ruins 
of Winchester Palace, Southwark 
Cathedral - where Shakespeare’s 
younger brother is buried - and 
past the infamous Clink Prison. 

PLEASE NOTE
Group travel organisers should book at least three - four months in 
advance. To book visit www.greenwichroyaltours.com or freephone 
0800 180 4565 (Greenwich Office: 0208 319 2143).  
Alternatively, email bookings@greenwichroyaltours.com

The tour also includes the official 
in-house Globe Theatre tour. It 
starts at 0900hrs and finishes 
around noon. Shakespeare in 
London Tour runs daily.

LAW IN LONDON TOUR
Guided by a practicing lawyer, 
this one-of-a-kind tour takes 
visitors into the Royal Courts 
of Justice, past the famous Old 
Bailey and into the British Law 
Society as honoured guests, 
where the group breaks for tea 
and coffee. The tour then takes 
in the Inns of Court. 

The tour finishes at the Old 
Cheshire Cheese Pub for a half pint 
of ale, compliments of your guide. 
The tour runs Monday-Friday, 

with a maximum of 12 people 
per booking.
       
SECRET GARDENS OF  
LONDON TOUR 
Secret Gardens of London Tour 
takes you to some of London’s 
hidden beauty spots, including 
the rose garden at the Artists’ 
Church in Covent Garden, 
Lincoln’s Inn Fields, Inns of Courts’ 
gardens and the London Garden 
Museum, where the group 
breaks for coffee and tea. 

It also takes in the Chelsea 
Physic Garden, with high tea at 
Kensington Palace. After tea, the 
group can enjoy the palace’s 
beautiful sunken garden. 

The tour runs every day in the 
garden season (from April 1 to 
September 30) except Mondays 
and Saturdays. n

National Maritime Museum Tour is new and exclusive for the 2015 season

Law in London Tour is guided by a 
practicing lawyer

Greenwich Royal Observatory features architecture by Sir Christopher Wren
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 LONDON //  BLUE BADGE GUIDES

Blue Badge 
Guides
Group Travel World lists a 
choice selection of ‘Blue 
Badge Guides’ that offer 
bespoke, informative walking 
tours of London.

For the full list visit www.guidelondon.org.uk 
020 7611 2545
admin@guidelondon.org.uk 
www.guidelondon.org.uk
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 LONDON //  BLUE BADGE GUIDES

The 02 Arena is an iconic landmark in 
North Greenwich and is one of the many 
attractions that offer panoramic views 
over the city of London. BRITAIN ON VIEW

012_015_GTW_GGTL_Blue Badge Guides.indd   14 22/04/2015   10:40



  www.grouptravelworld.com 	  GUIDE TO LONDON                                             l Group Travel World         15  

T: 07956261096
E: markbishop123@
googlemail.com 

MARK CONROY
T: 07831659552
E: mlconroy@talktalk.
net 

MARK WATTERSON
T: 07866090171
E: hdmw@hotmail.com 

MARTA VICTOR
T: 07855325733
E: martavictor@aol.
com 

MARY MEIGHAN
T: 07957603210
E: meighanmary@aol.
com 

MARY SEWELL
T: 07711934712
E: mary@guidedtours.
uk.com 

MICHAEL WHALLEY
T: 07711078700
E: mike.whalley@
yahoo.co.uk 

MICKI CON STIEGLITZ
T: 07970022626
E: mickivst@gmail.com 

MIKE LEVY
T: 07799418434
E: mjl@language 
workshop.eu 

MONICA CARNEY
T: 07850181022
E: monica@tourguides.
co.uk 

NICK BAGGIO
T: 07721509207
E: nickbaggio@aol.com 

PAMELA HCHUTCHON
T: 07802822812
E: pmchutchon@
btinternet.com 

PAUL AVES
T: 07811960770
E: paulaves@hotmail.co.uk
 
PAUL JOHNSON
T: 07801381343
E: paulgj@btinternet.com 

PHIL COOKSON
T: 07711008242
E: phcksn@yahoo.com 

PHILLIP WIGAN
T: 07581458742
E: phillipwigan@gmail.
com 

RICHARD BRIGGS
T: 07946521858
E: richardbriggs@
btinternet.com

RICHARD SKINNER
T: 07850181034
E: richard@tourguides.
co.uk 

RICHARD SMITH
T: 07887761677

E: richards968@
btinternet.com 

RONALD TAYLOR
T: 07985696391
E: taylrn@gmail.com 

RUTH SHLOVSKY
T: 07922410693
E: rshlovsky@gmail.
com 

SALLY MARTIN
T: 07860444365
E: sally.martin@
ntlworld.com 

SANDRA SILVA
T: 09762 564 216
E: sandrasilva_7@
hotmail.com 

SARAH REYNOLDS
T: 07768573231
E: sarah@ar2.net 

SARAH SPELLER
T: 07961159094
E: sarahspeller@gmail.
com 

SARAH WOOD
T: 07773151758
E: swood@cooptel.net

SHEILA REYNOLDS
T: 07860485261
E: sheilareynolds8@
gmail.com 

SHEILA URBANI
T: 07860471947
E: sheilaurbani@
hotmail.com 

SIMON BENNETT
T: 07931552480
E: simonbennett 
guide@gmail.com 

SONYA GRIST
T: 07802710982
E: sonyaguide@gmail.
com 

STEVE FALLON
T: 07787525098

E: fallonsb@aol.com 

STUART HARVEY
T: 07802720037
E: stuartmharvey@
clara.co.uk 

SUE PRICE
T: 020 7286 1563
E: suecharlotteprice@
gmail.com 
 
SUSAN JENKINSON
T: 07930174142
E: d38s48@ntlworld.
com 

SUSAN MASON
T: 07887551355
E: s_mason@onetel.
net.uk 

SUSAN PETTIT
T: 07733888341
E: susie.pettit@
btinternet.com 

SUSAN SWORN 
T: 07810544414
E: susan@sworn.fsnet.
co.uk 

TIM GODDARD
T: 07817389645
E: timontournow@
gmail.com 

VICKI BICK
T: 07930424895
E: vicki@london 
guiding.co.uk 

VICTORIA 
STAVELEY-TAYLOR
T: 07711846404
E: staveley@sheen82.
freeserve.co.uk 

WENDY THOMPSON
T: 07778778874
E: wendythompson@
btconnect.com 

YVONNE GEOFFRAY
T: 07771783425
E: yvgeof@hotmail.
com 
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COACH INFORMATION & TRANSPORT

T
o help group travel 
organisers and coach 
operators plan their trip 
to London, Transport 

for London (TfL) has an in-depth 
website packed with useful 
advice and information, simply 
visit www.tfl.gov.uk. 

In addition to practical help, 
the website is also home 
to a detailed coach parking 
map, which you’ll find on 
page (20) of GTW’s London 
supplement. www.tfl.gov.uk has 
live information on delays and 
roadworks, as well as details of 
the city’s Emission Zones and 
Congestion Charges. 

Did you know that vehicles 
classed as a bus, but not 
registered with the DVSA 
(including Northern Ireland 

vehicles) will need to register 
with TfL for a 100% discount? 
Find out more at www.cclondon.
com/excemptions. TfL has a 
helpline offering advice on coach 
parking and driver facilities 
throughout central London, 
simply call 0845 604 0770. 

TIPS FOR SAFE AND LEGAL 
COACH PARKING IN LONDON
TfL’s website - www.tfl.gov.uk 
- has the following advice for 
coach drivers touring the capital:

l Plan your trip to London in 
advance.

l Different attractions have 
different parking rules, therefore 
drivers should familiarise 
themselves with parking 
arrangements at popular sites 
and/or places of interest. 

l Engines should be switched 
off when the coach is parked to 
avoid disturbing residents.

l Don’t obstruct other traffic 
with your coach.

l Don’t enter coach ban 

Groups in the 
Driving Seat

Information and advice to help coach 
operators and group travel organisers 
negotiate the streets of London

ALL IMAGES COURTESY OF GARETH EVANS
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areas, unless access is permitted 
and/or you need to serve a 
property in the area.

l Don’t park overnight on 
the street, unless you have 
permission.

l Penalty Charge Notices 
(PCNs) should be paid or 
disputed according to the 
designated instructions.

l Ensure your group is ready 
when picking up. 

l Don’t wait or park on 
clearways.

l Don’t arrive early to load or 
remain parked after unloading. 

l Don’t park or wait at bus 
stops. 

l Remain with your vehicle at 
all times. 

l Pick up/drop off is permitted 
on double and single yellow lines 

only. Some London boroughs 
allow an observation time, 
though this does not apply when 
loading restrictions are in force. 

l Double red lines mean no 
stopping at any time. Single red 
lines mean no stopping during 
restricted hours. 

Vehicles registered as a bus 
can use red route bus stops, but 
must not park or wait.  

For more information 
download TfL’s guidance for 
drivers, tour operators, tour 
guides, group travel organisers, 
tour managers and couriers via 
the TfL website.

PLANNING WHERE TO PARK
GTW’s map on page (20) has 
details of short and medium- 
term coach bays to help you plan 

PLANNING A 
SCHOOL GROUP 
TO LONDON?
Registering for TfL’s ‘School 
Party Travel Scheme’ 
means your group could 
benefit from free off-peak 
travel. Find out more at 
www.tfl.gov.uk/fares-
and-payments/travel-for-
under-18s/school-parties

PARKING ON LONDON PIERS
Turn to page (20) for a labelled guide to coach 
parking in the capital, which includes details of the 
parking facilities available at central London piers; 
from London Bridge City Pier to Embankment Pier. 
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BIG BUS TOURS
T: 020 7808 6753
E: info@bigbustours.com 
W: www.bigbustours.com/
london 

GHOST BUS TOURS
T: 0207 2406 133
E: bookings@theghostbustours.
com 
W: www.theghostbustours.
com/london 

GOLDEN TOURS
E: groups@hoponhopoffplus.
com 
W: www.hoponhopoffplus.com 

SEE LONDON BY NIGHT
T: 020 7183 4744
E: info@seelondonbynight.com 
W: www.seelondonbynight.com 

LONDON DUCK TOURS
W: www.londonducktours.
co.uk 

THE ORIGINAL LONDON 
SIGHTSEEING TOUR
E: traveltrade@theoriginal tour.
com 
W: www.theoriginaltour.com 

BATEAUX LONDON
E: sales@bateauxlondon.com 
W: www.bateauxlondon.com 

CITY CRUISES
E: info@citycruises.com 
W: www.citycruises.com 

CROWN RIVER CRUISES
W: www.crownrivercruise.co.uk 

EMIRATES AIR LINE
T: 0343 222 1234
W: www.emiratesairline.co.uk
 

RIB TOURS LONDON
E: sales@ribtourslondon.co.uk 
W: www.ribtourslondon.com 

MBNA THAMES CLIPPERS
W: www.thamesclippers.com 

your drop off/pick up routes. 
In addition, there are a number 

of pay-by-phone and coach 
meters available, where you can 
park for up to four hours. 

In most areas of London, you 
can’t park on the street between 
1830hrs and 0800hrs, unless 
you’re in a coach bay during 
operational hours. If you need 
to park for longer periods or 
overnight, you’ll need to use 
privately operated coach parks. 
For details visit www.tfl.gov.uk/
coachdrivers.

PERMITS FOR TRAVEL
Always check before you travel 
whether a permit is required 
for any section of the journey. 
Details of all restricted areas can 
be found on TfL’s website.

Bear in mind that commercial 
vehicles including buses and 
coaches, will need a permit to 
park near Buckingham Palace. 
Only single-deck vehicles are 
permitted, visit www.royalparks.
org.uk for more information.

Free coach permits 
are available from Merlin 
Entertainments Group for its 
London attractions, including 
the Coca-Cola London Eye and 
the London Dungeon; call 0871 
282 9280 for more information. 

See TfL’s ‘Guide to Operating 
Coaches in London’ for full 
details.

FACILITIES AVAILABLE AT 
VICTORIA COACH STATION
Visit www.tfl.gov.uk for further 
information on Victoria Coach 
Station’s facilities for coach 
drivers and touring groups.

Victoria Coach Station is open 
for overnight coach parking 
between 2230hrs and 0730hrs, 
call 0845 604 0770 to find out 
more. Overnight parking costs 
from £21.60 (including VAT) and 
keys must be left with a member 
of staff, where they’ll be locked 
away securely. 

Victoria Coach Station is 
CCTV monitored and patrolled 
by staff 24 hours a day. For 
more information email 
jamesmckinnon@tfl.gov.uk. 

Working in association with 
Sammy’s Garage, Victoria Coach 
Station offers the following to 
coach operators:

l Refuelling
l Toilet Drop
l Coach Wash
l Routine and Emergency 

Maintenance
For more information contact 

Sammy’s Garage directly on 020 
7730 8867. n

LONDON TOURS 

Groups should always plan drop off/pick up points well in advance

COACH INFORMATION & TRANSPORT
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10% discount for groups of 10+ 

on the river, serving 19 piers across London, meaning you can 
see all of the attractions along the river with our unlimited River 
Roamer tickets *

Adult Single - £7.15
River Roamer - £17.35
Family River Roamer - £36.00
*River Roamer tickets valid from 9am onwards, not valid on Putney-Blackfriars
or River Bus Express for The O2 routes

(not applicable on Family River Roamer tickets)
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Permit required (free),
contact

Merlin Entertainments
0871 282 9280

Key

  Coach bay (medium term)

Coach bay (short term)

  Coach park

  
Setting down/picking up point. No waiting.

  One-way street

  
Underground station

  

  
DLR station

  
National Rail station

  
River pier

  Coach ban area  
  No access without Royal Parks permit

No access to coaches

21

3

36

Coach parking at cental London piers
Millbank Pier
56  Tate Britain, Millbank SW1 (southbound) – 2 bays
Free, maximum stay 1 hour.

Embankment and Westminster Piers
28  Victoria Embankment, SW1 (westbound) – 21 bays 
29  Victoria Embankment, SW1 (eastbound) – 2 bays 
30  Victoria Embankment, SW1 (eastbound) – 3 bays 
Parking available 08:00-23:59. No overnight parking.
Charged £4/hour 08:30-18:30 Mon-Fri and 08:30-13:30 Sat, 
maximum stay 2 hours.
Pay by phone: 020 7005 0055.

Festival Pier
44  Upper Ground Slip Road, SE1 – 4 bays 
Free, 08:30-23:59, set down/pick up 15 minutes.

Blackfriars Pier
36  Blackfriars pier, EC4V – 2 bays
Free, maximum stay 20 minutes.

Bankside Pier
21  Southwark Bridge, SE1 – 5 bays
£5/hour 08:00-18:30 Mon-Fri and 09:30-12:30 Sat, maximum stay 2 hours.
46  Southwark Bridge, SE1 – 4 bays
Free, maximum stay 20 minutes.

London Bridge City Pier
45  English Grounds, SE1 (off Tooley Street) – 3 spaces
Free, maximum stay 20 minutes.

Tower Pier and St. Katherine’s Pier 
 3   Tower Hill (Lower Thames Street), EC3R – 16 bays
First 15 minutes free.
1 April – 30 September £10 first hour, £6/hour thereafter.
1 October – 31 March £6/hour.
£20 overnight 17:00-09:00 (all year).
Pay by phone: 0870  241 7492 (Apcoa Parking).

Coach parking at central London piers
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Permit required (free),
contact

Merlin Entertainments
0871 282 9280

Key

  Coach bay (medium term)

Coach bay (short term)

  Coach park

  
Setting down/picking up point. No waiting.

  One-way street

  
Underground station

  

  
DLR station

  
National Rail station

  
River pier

  Coach ban area  
  No access without Royal Parks permit

No access to coaches

21

3

36

Coach parking at cental London piers
Millbank Pier
56  Tate Britain, Millbank SW1 (southbound) – 2 bays
Free, maximum stay 1 hour.

Embankment and Westminster Piers
28  Victoria Embankment, SW1 (westbound) – 21 bays 
29  Victoria Embankment, SW1 (eastbound) – 2 bays 
30  Victoria Embankment, SW1 (eastbound) – 3 bays 
Parking available 08:00-23:59. No overnight parking.
Charged £4/hour 08:30-18:30 Mon-Fri and 08:30-13:30 Sat, 
maximum stay 2 hours.
Pay by phone: 020 7005 0055.

Festival Pier
44  Upper Ground Slip Road, SE1 – 4 bays 
Free, 08:30-23:59, set down/pick up 15 minutes.

Blackfriars Pier
36  Blackfriars pier, EC4V – 2 bays
Free, maximum stay 20 minutes.

Bankside Pier
21  Southwark Bridge, SE1 – 5 bays
£5/hour 08:00-18:30 Mon-Fri and 09:30-12:30 Sat, maximum stay 2 hours.
46  Southwark Bridge, SE1 – 4 bays
Free, maximum stay 20 minutes.

London Bridge City Pier
45  English Grounds, SE1 (off Tooley Street) – 3 spaces
Free, maximum stay 20 minutes.

Tower Pier and St. Katherine’s Pier 
 3   Tower Hill (Lower Thames Street), EC3R – 16 bays
First 15 minutes free.
1 April – 30 September £10 first hour, £6/hour thereafter.
1 October – 31 March £6/hour.
£20 overnight 17:00-09:00 (all year).
Pay by phone: 0870  241 7492 (Apcoa Parking).

Coach parking at central London piers
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ARCELORMITTAL ORBIT
Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park, 
Stratford, 
London,
E20 2SS
T: 020 8221 9107
E: info@arcelormittalorbit.com 
W: www.arcelormittalorbit.com 

APSLEY HOUSE
ENGLISH HERITAGE

149 Piccadilly, 
Hyde Park Corner, 
London, 
W1J 7NT
T: 020 7499 5676
E: traveltrade@english-heritage.
org.uk 
W: www.english-heritage.org.uk 

BANK OF ENGLAND 
MUSEUM
Bartholomew Lane,
London, 
EC2R 8AH
T: 020 7601 4444
E: enquiries@
bankofengland.co.uk 
W: www.bankofengland.
co.uk

BBC BROADCASTING HOUSE
Portland Place, 
London, 
W1A 1AA
T: 0370 901 1227
W: www.bbc.co.uk/
broadcastinghouse 

BEEFEATER LONDON: THE 
HOME OF GIN 
20 Montford Place, 
London, 
SE11 5DE
T: 020 7587 0034
E: info@beefeaterdistillery.com  
W: www.beefeaterdistillery.com 

THE BRITISH LIBRARY
96 Euston Road, 
London,
NW1 2DB
T: 020 7412 7639
E: visits-tours@bl.uk 
W: www.bl.uk 

BRITISH MUSEUM
Great Russell Street, 
London,
WC1B 3DG
T: 020 7323 8181
E: groups@britishmuseum.org
W: www.britishmuseum.org
 
BUCKINGHAM PALACE
Buckingham Palace, 
London,
SW1A 1AA
T: 020 7839 1377
E: groupbookings@
royalcollection.org.uk 
W: www.royalcollection.org.uk 

BUTTERFLY WORLD 
PROJECT
Miriam Lane, 
Chiswell Green, 
Hertfordshire, 
AL2 3NY
T: 01727 869203
E: info@
butterflyworldproject.com 
W: www.butterflyworld 
project.com 

CHURCHILL 
WAR ROOMS
Clive Steps,
King Charles Street, 
London, 

SW1A 2AQ
T: 020 7930 6961
E: cwr@iwm.org.uk 
W: www.iwm.org.uk 

CLARENCE HOUSE
St James’s Palace,
London,
SW1 1BA
T: 020 7839 1377
E: groupbookings@
royalcollection.org.uk 
W: www.royalcollection.org.uk 

CUTTY SARK
King William Walk, 
Greenwich, 
London, 
SE10 9HT
T: 020 8312 6608
E: bookings@rmg.co.uk 
W: www.rmg.co.uk/cuttysark 

ELTHAM PALACE
ENGLISH HERITAGE

Court Yard, 
Eltham, 
Greenwich, 
SE9 5QE
T: 020 7973 3529
E: traveltrade@english-heritage.
org.uk 
W: www.english-heritage.org.uk 

EMIRATES STADIUM
Hornsey Road,

 LONDON //  ATTRACTIONS

MARKETS

ALFIE’S ANTIQUE MARKET
www.romford-market.co.uk

BOROUGH MARKET
www.boroughmarket.org.uk

BRICK LANE MARKET
www.bricklanemarket.com

BROADWAY MARKET
www.broadwaymarket.co.uk

CAMDEN LOCK MARKET
www.camdenlockmarket.com

GREENWICH MARKET
www.greenwichmarketlondon.com

MALTBY STREET MARKET
www.maltby.st

PORTOBELLO ROAD MARKET
www.portobelloroad.co.uk/ 
the-market

OLD SPITALFIELD MARKET
www.oldspitalfieldsmarket.com

REAL FOOD MARKET
www.realfoodfestival.co.uk

ROMFORD MARKET
www.romford-market.co.uk
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Open from 23rd March,
10-5 daily.
Located near St Albans, 
just off J21a of the M25
01727 869201
info@butterflyworldproject.com
www.butterflyworldproject.com

Over 500 Tropical Butterflies
Leafcutter Ant Exhibition
Insect Study Centre with regular handling sessions
Natural Play Area
Designer Gardens and Wildflower meadows
Brand new music meadow
Cafeteria
Gift Shop & Plant Sales
Children’s Holiday Activities Every Day
Free Coach and Car Parking
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See
 By Night

London looks amazing,
beautifully lit up at night

www.seelondonbynight.com

Spectacular live guided tours
of London by night

Adult - £15, Child - £10
Private tours for Groups

info@seelondonbynight.com

+44 (0)20 7183 4744

Daily departures from
Green Park next to

the Ritz Hotel
at 19.30 & 21.20

Daily departures from Green
Park, next to the Ritz Hotel

    Adult £18        Child £10

  Private tours available for 
     groups day and night    
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London, 
N7 7AJ
T: 020 7619 5000
E: tours@arsenal.co.uk 
W: www.arsenal.com 

ESTORICK COLLECTION OF 
MODERN ITALIAN ART
39A Canonbury Square,
London, 
N1 2AN
T: 020 7704 9522
E: info@estorickcollection.com 
W: www.estorickcollection.com 

THE FAN MUSEUM
12 Crooms Hill, 
Greenwich, 
London, 
SE10 8ER
T: 020 8305 1441
E: j.munday@thefanmuseum.
org.uk 
W: www.thefanmuseum.org.uk 

HAMPTON COURT 
PALACE
East Molesey,
Surrey, 
KT8 9AU
T: 0844 482 7770
E: groupsandtraveltrade@hrp.
org.uk 
W: www.hrp.org.uk/
hamptoncourtpalace 

HMS BELFAST
The Queen’s Walk, 
London, 
SE1 2JH
T: 020 7940 6300
E: hmsbelfast@iwm.org.uk 
W: www.iwm.org.uk 

HORNIMAN MUSEUM  
& GARDENS
100 London Road, 
Forest Hill, 
London, 
SE23 3PQ
T: 020 8699 1872
W: www.horniman.ac.uk 

THE HOUSEHOLD 
CALVARY MUSEUM
Horse Guards, 
Whitehall, 

London, 
SW1A 2AX
T: 020 7930 3070
E: museum@householdcavalry.
co.uk 
W: www.householdcavalry 
museum.co.uk 

HOUSES OF PARLIAMENT
Westminster,
London, 
SW1A 0AA
T: 020 7219 4114
E: visitparliament@
parliament.uk 
W: www.parliament.uk 

IMPERIAL WAR MUSEUM 
LONDON
Lambeth Road, 
London, 
SE1 6HZ
T: 020 7416 5000
E: mail@iwm.org.uk 
W: www.iwm.org.uk 

KENSINGTON PALACE
Kensington Gardens,
London, 
W8 4PX
T: 0844 482 7770
E: groupsandtraveltrade@hrp.
org.uk 
W: www.hrp.org.uk/
kensingtonpalace  

KENWOOD HOUSE
ENGLISH HERITAGE

Hampstead Lane,
Hampstead,
NW3 7JR
T: 020 7973 3529
E: traveltrade@english-heritage.
org.uk 
W: www.english-heritage.org.uk 

KEW PALACE 
Royal Botanic Gardens, 
Richmond,
Surrey, 
TW9 3AB
T: 020 8332 5648
E: groups@kew.org 
W: www.hrp.org.uk/ 
kewpalace 

LONDON BRIDGE 
EXPERIENCE & TOMBS
2-4 Tooley Street, 
London Bridge,
London, 
SE1 2SY
T: 0207 403 6333
W: www.thelondonbridge 
experience.com 

LONDON CANAL MUSEUM
12-13 New Wharf Road, 
London,
N1 9RT
T: 020 7713 0836
E: groups@canalmuseum.org.uk 
W: www.canalmuseum.org.uk 

THE LONDON DISTILLERY 
COMPANY
33 Parkgate Road,
London, 
Battersea, 
SW11 4NP
E: hi@londondistillery.com 
W: www.londondistillery.com 

COCA-COLA LONDON EYE
Westminster Bridge Road, 
London, 
SE1 7PB
T: 0871 282 9280
E: groups@londoneye.com 
W: www.londoneye.com 

LONDON FILM 
MUSEUM
45 Wellington Street, 
Covent Garden, 
London, 
WC2E 7BN
T: 020 836 4913
E: rebecca@londonfilmmuseum.
com 
W: www.londonfilmmuseum.
com 

LONDON TRANSPORT 
MUSEUM
Covent Garden Piazza,
London, 
WC2E 7BB
T: 020 7565 7298
E: bookings@ltmuseum.co.uk 
W: www.ltmuseum.co.uk 
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LORD’S CRICKET GROUND
Saint John’s Wood Road, 
London, NW8 8QN
T: 020 7616 8595
E: tours@mcc.org.uk 
W: www.lords.org 

MADAME TUSSAUDS LONDON
Marylebone Road, 
London, 
NW1 5LR
T: 0871 222 0177
E: trade@tussauds.com 
W: www.madametussauds.com 

MUSEUM OF LONDON
150 London Wall, 
London, 
EC2Y 5HN
T: 020 7001 9844
E: traveltrade@
museumoflondon.org.uk 
W: www.museumoflondon.org.uk 

MUSEUM OF LONDON 
DOCKLANDS
No.1 Warehouse, 
West India Quay, 
London, 
E14 4AL
T: 020 7001 9844
E: traveltrade@
museumoflondon.org.uk 
W: www.museumoflondon.org.
uk/docklands 

NATIONAL GALLERY
Trafalgar Square, 
London,
WC2N 5DN
T: 020 7907 7059
E: selfguided@ng-london.org.uk 
W: www.nationalgallery.org.uk 

NATIONAL MARITIME MUSEUM
Park Row, 
Greenwich, 
London, 
SE10 9NF
T: 020 8312 6608
E: bookings@rmg.co.uk 
W: www.rmg.co.uk/national-
maritime-museum 

NATIONAL PORTRAIT GALLERY
St Martin’s Place, 
London, 

WC2H 0HE
T: 020 7312 2483
E: education@npg.org.uk 
W: www.npg.org.uk 

NATURAL HISTORY MUSEUM
Cromwell Road, 
London, 
SW7 5BD
T: 020 7942 5725
W: www.nhm.ac.uk 

OLD ROYAL NAVAL COLLEGE
King William Walk, 
Greenwich, 
London, 
SE10 9NN
T: 020 8269 4799
E: boxoffice@ornc.org 
W: www.ornc.org 

THE QUEEN’S HOUSE
Romney Road, 
Greenwich, 
London, 
SE10 9NF
T: 020 8312 6608
E: bookings@rmg.co.uk 
W: www.rmg.co.uk/queens-
house 

RIPLEY’S BELIEVE IT OR NOT 
The London Pavillion,
Piccadilly Circus, 
London, W1J 0DA
T: 020 7494 6818
W: www.ripleyslondon.com 

ROYAL BOTANIC  
GARDENS, KEW

Kew Green, 
Richmond,
Surrey, 
TW9 3AB
T: 0208 3325648
E: groups@kew.org
W: www.kew.org/groups

ROYAL MEWS
Buckingham Palace Road, 
London, 
SW1W 0QH
T: 020 7766 7321
E: groupbookings@
royalcollection.org.uk  
W: www.royalcollection.org.uk/
visit/royalmews 

ROYAL OBSERVATORY 
Blackheath Avenue, 
Greenwich, 
SE10 8XJ
T: 020 8312 6608
E: bookings@rmg.co.uk 
W: www.rmg.co.uk/royal-
observatory 

SAATCHI GALLERY
Duke of York’s HQ, 
King’s Road, 
London, 
SW3 4RY
T: 020 7811 3070
E: education@saatchigallery.com 
W: www.saatchigallery.com 

SEA LIFE LONDON AQUARIUM
County Hall, 
Westminster Bridge Road, 
London, 
SE1 7PB
T: 0871 222 6937
E: sllondon@merlin 
entertainments.biz 
W: www.visitsealife.com/london 

SOMERSET HOUSE
Strand, London, 
WC2R 1LA
T: 020 7845 4600
E: group.bookings@
somersethouse.org.uk 
W: www.somersethouse.org.uk 

ST MARTIN-IN-THE-FIELDS
Trafalgar Square, 
London, 
WC2N 4JJ
T: 020 7766 1107
E: info@smitf.org 
W: www.stmartin-in-the-fields.
org 

ST PAUL’S CATHEDRAL
St Paul’s Churchyard, 
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Houses of Parliament

  

parliament.uk/visiting 
020 7219 4114

Visit one of the world’s most iconic buildings

           

FFuunn aanndd tthhrriilllliinngg ssiigghhttsseeeeiinngg ttoouurr
oonn LLoonnddoonn’’ss RRiivveerr TThhaammeess

Brand new for our 2015 season we have combined our normal full 50 minute
rib blast with a smaller & cheaper cruise package. You will still have a live guide,

see the sights of London and have a mini blast below Tower Bridge.
Each tour will last for approximately 25 minutes on the water and 10 minutes

ashore with a safety briefing and donning of life jackets and wet weather clothing
if required.

This Mini Rib Blast is a taster rib tour, if you like to take the full 50 minute
experience this can be purchased on a different day at a reduced ticket price,

providing you have already purchased a mini blast ticket you will receive a 25%
discount off the full ticket price to take our 50 minute rib experience.

Special discount for Group Travel World readers 10% using promo
code (case sensitive Ka9sAqI)

www.ribtourslondon.com or call 0207 118 1181

Ticket Price :

Adult £16.00

Child £11.00
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400 years of 
English homes

Free

136 Kingsland Road, London E2 8EA   020 7739 9893Hoxton 

www.geffrye-museum.org.uk
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London, 
EC4M 8AD
T: 0207 246 8317
E: matthew@stpaulscathedral.
org.uk 
W: www.stpauls.co.uk 

TATE BRITAIN
Millbank,
London, 
SW1P 4RG
T: 020 7887 8888
E: ticketing@tate.org.uk 
W: www.tate.org.uk/visit/tate-
britain 
 
TATE MODERN
Bankside,
London, 
SE1 9TG
T: 020 7887 8888
E: ticketing@tate.org.uk 
W: www.tate.org.uk/visit/tate-
modern 

TOWER BRIDGE EXHIBITION
Tower Bridge Road, 
London, 
SE1 2UP
T: 0207 407 9191
E: enquiries@towerbridge.org.
uk 
W: www.towerbridge.org.uk 

TOWER OF LONDON
London, 
EC3N 4AB
T: 020 3166 6311
E: groupsandtraveltrade@hrp.
org.uk 
W: www.hrp.org.uk/
toweroflondon 
 
TWICKENHAM STADIUM
Whitton Road, 
Twickenham, 
London, 
TW2 7BA
T: 0871 222 2017
E: groups@therfu.com 
W: www.englandrugby.com 

VICTORIA & ALBERT MUSEUM
Cromwell Road, 
London, 
SW7 2RL
T: 020 7942 2211

E: bookings.office@vam.ac.uk 
W: www.vam.ac.uk 

THE VIEW FROM THE SHARD
Joiner Street, London, NSE1
T: 020 3102 3930
E: reservations@
theviewfromtheshard.com 
W: www.theviewfromtheshard.
com  

WARNER BROS STUDIO TOUR
Studio Tour Drive,
Leavesden, 
Hertfordshire,
WD25 7LR
T: 0845 084 0900
W: www.wbstudiotour.co.uk 

WEMBLEY STADIUM
Wembley, 
London, 
HA9 0WS
T: 0844 847 2478
W: www.wembleystadium.com 

WELLINGTON ARCH
ENGLISH HERITAGE 

Apsley Way, 
Hyde Park Corner, 
London, 
W1J 7JZ
T: 020 7973 3529
E: traveltrade@english-heritage.
org.uk 
W: www.english-heritage.org.uk  

WESTMINSTER ABBEY
20 Deans Yard, 
London, 
SW1P 3PA

T: 020 7222 5152
E: tours@westminster-abbey.org 
W: www.westminster-abbey.org 

WIMBLEDON LAWN 
TENNIS MUSEUM
Church Road, 
Wimbledon, 
London, 
SW19 5AE
T: 020 8946 6131
E: museum@aeltc.com 
W: www.wimbledon.com 

WINDSOR CASTLE
Windsor,
Windsor and Maidenhead, 
SL4 1NJ
T: 020 7766 7321
E: groupbookings@
royalcollection.org.uk 
W: www.royalcollection.org.uk/
visit/windsorcastle 

WWT LONDON 
WETLAND CENTRE
Queen Elizabeth’s Walk, 
Barnes, 
London, 
SW13 9WT
T: 020 8409 4400
E: groups.london@wwt.org.uk 
W: www.wwt.org.uk/wetland-
centres/london 

ZSL LONDON ZOO
Regent’s Park, 
London, NW1 4RY
T: 0344 225 1826
E: info@zsl.org 
W: www.zsl.org/zsl-london-zoo

RAF MUSEUM OPENS 
‘FIRST WORLD 
WAR IN THE AIR’ 
EXHIBITION

Admission is free, 
with coach parking 
available for pre-

booked parties of 
20 plus. Guides 
can be arranged 
upon request, 
with discounts 
available on catering 
packages. First 
World War In The Air 

is open daily from 
1000hrs. 

T: 020 8358 4849
E: groups@
rafmuseum.org 
W: www.rafmuseum.
org.uk/london 

ROYAL AIR FORCE MUSEUM
Grahame Park Way, London,  NW9 5LL
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ITINERARY IDEAS

T
o the avid group traveller, London may seem like 
a daunting destination, but there are plenty of 
hidden gems around the city that highlight the 
capital’s history and culture, making initial planning 

worthwhile.
A great place to start - especially for an early morning 
snack - is Borough Market. Dating back to 1851, the 
variety of smells, sounds and tastes experienced here 
provides the perfect opportunity to try out some 
authentic London street food. Visit on a Friday or 
Saturday to get the full - busy, but fun - experience. 

My personal favourites include Horn OK! (vegetarian 
Indian street food) and the crumbly fudge made at 
Whirld. Also located here are artisan bakers Bread 
Ahead who run bread making classes, which is a fun activity 
for everyone after you’ve enjoyed a spot of breakfast. 

Coming in the afternoon? Vinopolis offers wine tasting in 
all shapes and (glass) sizes and you’re right on the Thames 
Path to walk off the food and drink afterwards.

EXPLORING LONDON ON FOOT
The best way to see London is on foot, so forget the bus 
and leave the Boris Bikes to the wayside. 

Talk of the Town London offers unique walking tours 
around all parts of the city. 

Strapped for time and want to see it all? Our London 101 
Tour is a comprehensive half-day tour covering Trafalgar 
Square, Houses of Parliament and Big Ben, and the Tower of 
London. Interested in the gruesome and the grisly? Grim 
Tales of London takes you around London’s famous East End, 
where notorious serial killer Jack the Ripper dwelled and 
where you’ll learn more about the creepy and the bizarre. 

Alternatively, for a refi ned afternoon with London’s 
elite, walk around the St James area on our High Society 
Tour, where you’ll learn how the privileged and infl uential 
conducted themselves. On our High Society Tour, you’ll travel 

Exploring London’s 
Hidden Gems
Stéphanie Kuypers, Senior Tour Guide 
at Talk of the Town London, reveals the 
capital’s most intriguing group-friendly 
tourism spots
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past some of the most royal hangouts, such as Fortnum and Mason. 
In the shadow of Buckingham Palace, the group is turned into Lords 

and Ladies of old as Talk of the Town London observe the traditions 
of the ‘season’ and the debutantes greeting the King and Queen. 
Towards the end, Talk of the Town London honour the great British 
tradition of light afternoon tea at a secret 1940’s tea room in the 
heart of Soho.

OFF THE BEATEN TRACK
Step back in time and visit the Greenwich Naval College. It’s free and so 
beautiful that it frequently gets used as a television and fi lm location. 

If you head here at the weekend, be sure to stop by Greenwich 
Market for antiques and vintage maps - a take-home reminder of 
London’s ever-changing cityscape. 

The National Maritime Museum and Cutty Sark are just around the 
corner and will give you an insight into Britain’s glorious seafaring 
history. On your way back, jump on the Thames Clipper that 
travels across the river underneath such architectural highlights 
as Tower Bridge and Millennium Bridge, with familiar sights 
including the HMS Belfast, St Paul’s Cathedral and Shakespeare’s 
Globe. End up near the Tate Modern or carry on to the London 
Eye for a different view of the city, where you can book a 
capsule exclusively for your entire group.

END YOUR DAY IN STYLE
To fi nish off the evening, catch a classical concert at St 
Martin-in-the-Fields, where you could decide to grab 
an early dinner in its atmospheric Café in the Crypt. 
Alternatively, visit Brick Lane to sample authentic Indian 
food. With so many places vying for your attention, 
you can haggle for the best deal and there’s no booking 
required - not even for a big group. 

If you’re prepared to queue, Banana Tree in Wardour 
Street is cheap and cheerful, with accommodating staff. 
For a more upscale experience, Christopher’s near Covent 

Garden has a Martini Bar and a classy dining room serving 
tasty American cuisine (think steak and Missouri lamb). 

However you decide to spend your time in London, you 
certainly won’t be bored. 

There are a whole host of options available, so don’t be 
afraid to get stuck in and explore, whether it’s with us at Talk 
of the Town London, or through one of the many experiences 
mentioned here. ■

For more information call 020 3151 2565 or email info@
talkofthetownlondon.com. For the latest news and updates 

follow @tottLondon or visit www.talkofthetownlondon.com. 

Talk of the Town London has proved 
popular with groups
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HILTON LONDON METROPOLE
225 Edgware Road,
London,
W2 1JU
T: 020 7402 4141
E: cbs.londonmet@hilton.com
W: www.hilton.com/londonmet

LONDON BRIDGE HOTEL
8-18 London Bridge Street,
London,
SE1 9SG 
T: 020 7855 2200
E: sales@londonbridgehotel.com
W: www.londonbridgehotel.com

PALMERS LODGE
40 College Crescent,
Swiss Cottage,
London,
NW3 5LB 
T: 020 7099 2435
E: groups@palmerslodge.co.uk
W: www.palmerslodges.com/
swisscottage

THE SAVOY 
A FAIRMONT HOTEL
Strand,
London,
WC2R 0EU 
T: 020 7836 4343
E: savoy@fairmont.com
W: www.fairmont.com/savoy

DOUBLETREE BY HILTON 
LONDON WESTMINSTER
30 John Islip Street,
London,
SW1P 4DD 
T: 020 7630 1000
E: frontoffice@hilton.com
W: www.doubletreewestminster 
hotel.com

COPTHORNE TARA HOTEL 
LONDON KENSINGTON
Scarsdale Place,
Wrights Lane,
Kensington,
London,

W8 5SR 
T: 020 7872 2406
E: leisuresales@
millenniumhotels.co.uk
W: www.millenniumhotels.co.uk/
copthornetarakensington

HOTEL CAFÉ 
ROYAL LONDON
68 Regent Street,
London,
W1B 4DY 
T: 020 7406 3333
E: spugh@hotelcaferoyal.com
W: www.hotelcaferoyal.com

JUMEIRAH CARLTON TOWER
Cadogan Place,
Knightsbridge,
London,
SW1X 9PY 
T: 020 7235 1234
E: info@jumeirah.com
W: www.jumeirah.com/JCT

THE RE LONDON 
SHOREDITCH HOTEL
419 to 437 Hackney Road,
London,
E2 8PP
T: 0207 613 6500
E: reservations@
hotelshoreditch.com
W: www.hotelshoreditch.com

DAYS HOTEL LONDON 
WATERLOO
54 Kennington Road,
London, 
SE1 7BJ
T: 0207 922 1331
E: book@hotelwaterloo.com
W: www.hotelwaterloo.com

THE PARK INTERNATIONAL 
HOTEL
117 - 125 Cromwell Road,
South Kensington,
London, SW7 4DS
T: 020 7370 5711
E: reservations@
parkinternationalhotel.com
W: www.parkinternationalhotel.
com

BELGRAVIA ROOMS
104 Ebury Street,

London, 
SW1W 9QD
T: 020 7730 8031
W: www.belgraviarooms.com

LORD KENSINGTON HOTEL
38 Trebovir Road,
Earls Court,
London,
SW5 9NJ
T: 020 7373 7331
E: info@lordkensington.co.uk
W: www.lordkensington.co.uk

GREAT NORTHERN HOTEL
King’s Cross Station,
Pancras Road,
London,
N1C 4TB
T: 020 3388 0808
W: www.gnhlondon.com

QUEENS HOTEL  
EURO GROUP
122 Church Road,
London, 
SE19 2UG
T: 020 8653 6622
W: www.euroqueenshotel.com

KENSINGTON WEST
25-27 Matheson Road,
London, 
W14 8SN
T: 020 7602 9954
E: stay@kensingtonwest.org
W: www.kensingtonwest.org

LONDON HOUSE HOTEL
81 Kensington Gardens Square,
London, 
W2 4DJ
T: 020 7243 1810
E: reservations@
londonhousehotels.com
W: www.londonhousehotels.
com

37 COLLINGHAM PLACE HOTEL
Kensington,
London, 
SW5 0QF
T: 0207 3732335
E: info@37collinghamplace.
co.uk
W: www.37collinghamplace.
co.uk

 LONDON //  ACCOMMODATION

Hotels
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ANDREWS HOUSE HOTEL
12 Westbourne Street,
London, 
W2 2TZ
T: 020 7723 4514
E: reservations@
andrewshousehotel.co.uk
W: www.andrewshousehotel.
co.uk

PRINCES SQUARE HOTEL
23-25 Prince’s Square,
Bayswater,
London, 
W2 4NJ

T: 020 7229 9876
E: info@princessquarehotel.
co.uk
W: www.princessquarehotel.
co.uk

MONDRIAN LONDON
20 Upper Ground,
Southwark,
London,
SE1 9PD
T: 020 3747 1000
W: www.morganshotelgroup.
com/mondrian/mondrian-london

ST JAMES’ COURT
A TAJ HOTEL
41-54 Buckingham Gate,
Westminster,
London,
SW1E 6AF
T: 020 7834 6655
W: www.stjamescourthotel.
co.uk

HOTEL CAFÉ ROYAL
68 Regent Street,
West End Mayfair,
Westminster,
London,
W1B 4DY
T: 020 7406 3333
E: groupsandevents@
hotelcaferoyal.com
W: www.hotelcaferoyal.com

MILLENNIUM HOTEL LONDON 
MAYFAIR
44 Grosvenor Square,
Westminster,
London,
W1K 2HP
T: 020 7629 9400
E: reservations.mayfair@
millenniumhotels.com
W: www.millenniumhotels.co.uk/
millenniummayfair

THE PARK TOWER 
KNIGHTSBRIGE
101 Knightsbridge,
Westminster,
London,
SW1X 7RN
T: 0800 3254 5454
W: www.theparktowerknights 
bridge.com

Chain 
Hotels
HOLIDAY INN EXPRESS 
WANDSWORTH
Smuggler’s Way,
Wandsworth,
London,

TOWER HOTEL LONDON 
“We have used this 
hotel many times 
over the past 20 
years and the staff 
service, food and 
comfort of the rooms 
has never failed to 
come up to a high 
standard. 

I have never had 
any member of my 
group complain and I 
have taken an excess 
of 100 people on each 
visit.”

TOWER HOTEL LONDON
St Katharine’s Way,
London, E1W 1LD
T: 0871 376 9036
W: www.guoman.com 

PARK PLAZA RIVERBANK 
“We have used this 
hotel and it’s sister 
Park Plaza County 
Hall for our London 
Remembrance 

weekends. They are 
both within easy 
walking distance to 
Westminster Abbey 
and the Cenotaph. 

All the staff 
are friendly and 
efficient, and 
those members 
of the group who 
have eaten in the 
restaurant have 
commented very 
favourably.”

PARK PLAZA 
RIVERBANK
18 Albert Embankment, 
London, SE1 7TJ
T: 0844 854 5292
E: rppres@pphe.com
W: www.parkplaza.
com/riverbank 

PARK PLAZA COUNTY 
HALL
1 Addington Street, 
London, 
SE1 7RY

T: 0844 415 6762
E: ppchres@pphe.com
W: www.parkplaza.
com/county-hall 

HILTON LONDON TOWER 
BRIDGE
“This hotel provided 
us with afternoon 
tea as part of a 
package sourced 
by Hospitality Line. 
There were over 80 
of us and we were 
on a tight schedule, 
but the service and 
quality of the food 
was excellent and 
very good value for 
money.”
 
HILTON LONDON  
TOWER BRIDGE
5 More London Place,
Tooley Street, 
London, 
SE1 2BY
T: 0203 002 4300
W: www3.hilton.com  

TESTIMONIALS

PAULINE JOHNSON
HINCKLEY SOCIAL THEATRE & TRAVEL CLUB
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SW18 1EG
T: 020 8877 5950
E: reservations@
expresswandsworth.co.uk
W: www.holidayinn.com

HOLIDAY INN EXPRESS  
SWISS COTTAGE
152-156 Finchley Road,
London, 
NW3 5HS
T: 020 7433 6666
E: reservations@
expressbyholidayinnsc.com
W: www.holidayinn.com

HOLIDAY INN EXPRESS 
LONDON CITY
275 Old Street,
London,
EC1V 9LN
T: 020 7300 4300
E: rescity@holidayinnlondon.
com
W: www.holidayinn.com

HOLIDAY INN LONDON 
MAYFAIR
3 Berkeley Street, 
London,
W1J 8NE 
T: 0871 942 9110
E: himayfair-reservations@ihg.
com
W: www.holidayinn.com

HOLIDAY INN OXFORD CIRCUS
57-59 Welbeck Street,
London,
W1G 9BL
T: 020 7935 4442
E: reservations@
holidayinnoxfordcircus.com
W: www.holidayinn.com

HOTEL IBIS LONDON  
EARL’S COURT
47 Lillie Road,
Fulham, London,
SW6 1UD
T: 020 7610 0880
E: h5623-re@accor.com
W: www.ibishotel.com

HOTEL IBIS LONDON 
WEMBLEY
South Way,

Wembley,
HA9 6BA
T: 020 8453 5100
E: h3141@accor.com
W: www.ibishotel.com

HOTEL IBIS LONDON 
DOCKLANDS
1 Baffin Way,
London,
E14 9PE
T: 020 7517 1100
E: h2177@accor.com
W: www.ibishotel.com

HOTEL IBIS  
LONDON EUSTON
3 Cardington Street,
London,
NW1 2LW
T: 020 7388 7777
E: h0921@accor.com 
W: www.ibishotel.com

HOTEL IBIS LONDON 
BLACKFRIARS
49 Blackfriars Road,
London,
SE1 8NZ
T: 020 7633 2720
E: h7943@accor.com
W: www.ibishotel.com

PREMIER INN LONDON 
KINGS CROSS
26-30 York Way,
London,
N1 9AA
T: 0870 9906414
W: www.premierinn.com

PREMIER INN 
LONDON EUSTON
Dukes Road,
London,
WC1H 9PJ
T: 0870 2383301
W: www.premierinn.com

PREMIER INN LONDON 
COUNTY HALL
Belvedere Road,
Westminster,
London,
SE1 7PB
T: 0870 2383300
W: www.premierinn.com

PREMIER INN LONDON  
TOWER BRIDGE
159 Tower Bridge Road,
London, SE1 3LP
T: 0870 2383303
W: www.premierinn.com

TRAVELODGE LONDON 
DOCKLANDS
A13 Coriander Avenue,
Off East India Dock Road, 
Docklands,
London, E14 2AA
T: 08719846192
W: www.travelodge.co.uk

TRAVELODGE  
LONDON BATTERSEA
Southampton House,
200 York Road,
London, SW11 3SA
T: 0871 9846189
W: www.travelodge.co.uk

TRAVELODGE LONDON  
EALING HOTEL
77 Uxbridge Road,
Ealing, London,
W5 5ST
T: 0871 984 6465
W: www.travelodge.co.uk

TRAVELODGE BETHNAL GREEN 
HOTEL
231- 237 Cambridge Heath Road 
West, London, 
E2 0EL
T: 0871 984 6461
W: www.travelodge.co.uk

TRAVELODGE LONDON 
FARRINGDON HOTEL
10 - 42 King’s Cross Road,
London, WC1X 9QE
T: 0871 9846274
W: www.travelodge.co.uk

TUNE HOTEL  
WESTMINSTER
118-120 Westminster  
Bridge Road,
Westminster, SE1 7RW
T: 020 7633 9317
E: frontdesk@westminster.
tunehotels.com
W: www.tunehotels.com/my/en/
our-hotels/westminster-london
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TUNE HOTEL PADDINGTON
41-47 Praed Street,
London,W2 1NR
T: 020 7258 3140
E: frontdesk@paddington.
tunehotels.com
W: www.tunehotels.com/my/en/
our-hotels/paddington-london

TUNE HOTEL  
LIVERPOOL STREET
13-15 Folgate Street,
London, E1 6BX
T: 020 7456 0400
E: ontdesk@liverpoolstreet.
tunehotels.com
W: www.tunehotels.com/our-
hotels/liverpool-street-london

TUNE HOTEL KINGS CROSS
324 Gray’s Inn Road,
London,WC1X 8BU
T: 020 7713 2050
E: frontdesk@kingscross.
tunehotels.com
W: www.tunehotels.com/my/en/
our-hotels/kings-cross-london

Hostels
PALMERS LODGE HILLSPRING 
AT WILLESDEN GREEN
233 Willesden Lane,
London, NW2 5RP
T: 020 7099 2435
W: www.palmerslodges.com/
hillspring

PALMERS LODGE SWISS 
COTTAGE
40 College Crescent,
London, NW3 5LB
T: 020 7483 8470
W: www.palmerslodges.com/
swisscottage

SAFESTAY LONDON  
ELEPHANT & CASTLE
144-152 Walworth Road,
Elephant & Castle,
London, SE17 1JL
T: 020 7703 8000
E: reception@safestay.co.uk

W: www.safestay.co.uk

EQUITY POINT LONDON
100-102 Westbourne Terrace, 
London, W2 6QE
T: 020 7087 8001
E: infolondon@equity-point.com
W: www.equity-point.com/our-
hostels/equity-point-london

VENTURE HOSTEL
86 Tanner’s Hill,
London, SE8 4PN
T: 020 8692 6219
E: reservations@venturehostels.
com
W: www.venturehostels.com

THE LODGE AT  
CRYSTAL PALACE
Ledrington Road,
London, SE19 2BB
T: 020 8778 0131
E: bettervenues@gll.org
W: www.bettervenues.org.uk/
venues/crystal-palace

HOSTEL ORDNANCE
18 Beresford Street,
London, SE18 6AY
T: 020 8854 2020
E: info@hostelordnance.com
W: www.hostelordnance.com

SMART HYDE PARK VIEW
16 Leinster Terrace,
London, W2 3EU
T: 020 7402 4101
E: hpv.bookings@smarthostels.
com
W: www.smarthostels.com/
properties/hyde-park-view

SMART HYDE PARK INN
48-50 Inverness Terrace, 
London, W2 3JA
T: 020 7229 0000
E: hpi.bookings@smarthostels.
com
W: www.smarthostels.com/
properties/hyde-park-inn

SMART CAMDEN INN
55-57 Bayham Street, 
London, NW1 0AA
T: 020 7388 8900
E: sci.bookings@smarthostels.com

W: www.smarthostels.com/
properties/camden-inn

SMART RUSSELL SQUARE
71-72 Guilford Street,
London, WC1N 1DF
T: 020 7833 8818
E: srs.bookings@smarthostels.
com
W: www.smarthostels.com/
properties/russell-square

CRAVEN GARDENS HOTEL
16 Leinster Terrace,
London,W2 3HU
T: 020 74024101
E: hpv.bookings@smarthostels.
com
W: www.smarthostels.com/
properties/craven-gardens

MEININGER HOTEL HYDE PARK
65-67 Queen’s Gate,
London, SW7 5JS
T: 020 3318 1407
W: www.meininger-hotels.com/
en/london

ANTIGALLICAN HOTEL
428 Woolwich Road,
Charlton,
London, 
SE7 8SU
T: 020 8853 0143
E: stay@antigallicanhotel.com
W: www.antigallicanhotel.com

BUDGET MAPESBURY HOSTEL
39 Chatsworth Road,
London,
NW2 4BL
E: info@mapesburyhostel.co.uk
W: www.mapesburyhostel.co.uk

ALL STAR HOSTEL 
Chatsworth Road,
London,
NW2 4BL
E: info@allstarhostel.co.uk
W: www.allstarhostel.co.uk

NEW CROSS INN HOSTEL
323 New Cross Road,
London, 
SE14 6AS
T: 020 8691 7222
W: www.newcrossinn.co.uk
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THEATRE // INTERVIEW

B
eautiful recently 
announced an extended 
booking period to 
February 13, 2016.

Katie Brayben plays the title 
role of Carole King, alongside 
Alan Morrissey, who plays 
songwriter husband, Gerry 
Goffin. Beautiful narrates the 
life of Carole King before she 
became a chart-topping music 
legend. A guaranteed feel-good 
production, Beautiful features 
such familiar hits as Will You Love 
Me Tomorrow, Take Good Care Of 
My Baby and Locomotion.

DO YOU THINK YOUNGER 
AUDIENCES CAN RELATE 
TO BEAUTIFUL?
It depends on the generation. 
My nephew is nine and I was 
surprised to find that he really 
enjoyed it. 

Certainly the generations 
above him were surprised at 
how many of these songs have 
filtered into their life, because 
their parents grew up listening 
to the music from their parents.

My sister and I grew up 
listening to a lot of the old 
soul records. The songs in 
Beautiful just seem to have been 
passed on from generation to 
generation. 

They’re just massive hits.

ARE YOU SURPRISED THAT 
BEAUTIFUL HAS BECOME 
SO SUCCESSFUL? 
I think we all felt like we had 
created something that was 
really magical. Being a successful 
show in New York, the basic 
structure was exactly the same. 
We had an idea that it might do 
well over here, but obviously we 
weren’t sure how well known 
Carole King was compared 
to how well she’s known in 
America. We’ve got such an 
amazing cast. Because there was 
so much excitement with this 
musical, they were able to get 
immensely talented people to 
support the ensemble.

HAS ANYTHING BEEN 
ADAPTED FROM THE 
AMERICAN VERSION OF 
BEAUTIFUL?
There’s been quite a lot of 
little changes. Marc Bruni 
[Director] really let us find our 
own versions of the characters. 
There are a couple of script 
changes, like certain jokes that 
didn’t quite make it across the 
Atlantic. It’s very similar to the 
Broadway show, but it’s an 
original London cast. 

HOW DOES BEAUTIFUL 
COMPARE TO OTHER 

PRODUCTIONS? 
We travel from 1950 right 
through to 1971, so we cover a 
couple of decades. In that sense, 
we have a lot in common with 
Memphis, Sunny Afternoon and 
even Jersey Boys. 

The costumes in Beautiful are 
phenomenal and really help 
map the generations as they 
change, but mostly it’s portrayed 
through the music. There was 
a massive transition from the 
songs that Cynthia Weil, Barry 
Mann, Gerry Goffin and Carole 
King were writing in the 1960s. 
The music is one of the main 
ways we manage to map the 
journey, assisted throughout by 
beautiful costumes from each 
period.

TALK US THROUGH THE 
CHARACTER OF GERRY 
Gerry Goffin was Carole King’s 
first husband. 

Gerry is quite a complex 
character and a phenomenal 
lyricist. He wrote the lyrics 
to You Make Me Feel Like A 
Natural Woman. He beautifully 
encapsulated what it felt like to 
be a woman at that time. 

He had a lot of mental 
health issues and so a lot of his 
genius was fuelled by some of 
his darker and more difficult 

ALAN 
MORRISSEY

interview:

Amy Moore speaks to Alan 
Morrissey, who plays Gerry Goffin in 
Beautiful: The Carole King Musical at 
the Aldwych Theatre
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characteristics. Some of the bad 
decisions he makes have a real 
direct impact on Carole. 

Beautiful focuses on the love 
they share. What’s great about 
both of them as artists, they 
seem to use what’s happening 
in their life to fuel the beautiful 
and life changing songs that they 
created.

HOW DO YOU WORK TO 
BRING THAT EMOTION TO 
THE STAGE?
It was something I was worried 
about when I got the role. I’d 
played Romeo at the Globe 
Theatre, where I had a lot of 
emotional work. Gerry has a 
nervous breakdown during the 
show and that was certainly a 
challenge for me. It’s quite hard 
to get the audience to empathise 
with him. 

WHAT’S YOUR FAVOURITE 
SONG IN BEAUTIFUL?
Up On The Roof – I don’t get 
to sing the whole number, 
because there’s a concept in the 

show where certain songs get 
introduced and the original artist 
takes them over. 

It was my Dad’s favourite song 
and I grew up listening to it. 
Every night, it’s a really beautiful 
moment for me, because 
the lyrics connect to Gerry’s 
relationship with his own father.

TALK US THROUGH YOUR 
FAVOURITE SCENE
When we first hear You’ve Got 
A Friend. You get to see the 
principal cast round a piano 
with no orchestration. It’s such 
a beautiful song and such a 
beautiful moment in the story; 
people coming together to 
support each other through 
difficult times. I spend every 
night in the wings watching it. 

HOW DOES THE 
CHARACTER OF GERRY 
COMPARE TO OTHER 
CHARACTERS YOU’VE 
PLAYED? 
Gerry isn’t written as a 
traditional lead character. 

He does some things that make 
the audience not necessarily like 
him. That was one of the things I 
loved about him. 

Gerry is the catalyst for the 
growth of Carole. 

The stuff that I’ve done in the 
past has helped fuel Gerry and 
my interpretation of Gerry. 

DESCRIBE BEAUTIFUL IN 
THREE WORDS
Carole. King’s. Journey. 

WHAT CAN AUDIENCE’S 
EXPECT FROM BEAUTIFUL? 
The audience can expect a fun 
night out with lots of laughs. 
Some beautiful songs that 
will remind you of nostalgic 
moments in your life, and some 
fantastic performances. 
Beautiful is a piece of theatre 
with a real heart. 

Groups of 10 plus receive 
a reduced rate of £39.50, 

valid for Monday-Thursday 
performances. 
www.beautifulmusical.co.uk 

LEFT: Katie Brayben as Carole King and Alan 
Morrissey as Gerry Goffin. BRINKHOFF MOGENBURG

You’ve Got a Friend is 
one of Alan Morrissey’s 
favourite scenes. 
BRINKHOFF MOGENBURG
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 LONDON //  FOOD & DRINK

ALMEIDA RESTAURANT
30 Almeida Street, 
London, N1 1AD
T: 020 7354 4777
E: almeida-reservations@
danddlondon.com 
W: www.almeida-restaurant.
co.uk 

ARCHIPELAGO
53 Cleveland Street, 
London,
W1T 4JJ
T: 020 7383 3346
W: www.archipelago-restaurant.
co.uk 

AXIS AT ONE ALDWYCH
One Aldwych Hotel,
1 Aldwych, 
London,
WC2B 4BZ
T: 020 7300 0300
E: axis@onealdwych.com 
W: www.onealdwych.com 

BABYLON ROOF GARDENS
99 Kensington High Street, 
London,
W8 5SA
T: 020 7368 3993
E: babylon@roofgardens.virgin.
com
W: www.virginlimitededition.
com/en/the-roof-gardens 

BALTHAZAR LONDON
4-6 Russell Street, 
London,
WC2B 5HZ
T: 020 3301 1155
E: info@balthazarlondon.com 
W: www.balthazarlondon.com 

BARBECOA
20 New Change Passage,
London,
EC4M 9AG
T: 020 3005 8555
E: reservations@barbecoa.com 
W: www.barbecoa.com

BEACH BLANKET BABYLON
Bethnal Green Road, 
Shoreditch,
London, 
E1 6LA

T: 020 7749 3540
E: reservations@beachblanket.
co.uk 
W: www.beachblanket.co.uk 

BENGAL TIGER INDIAN 
RESTAURANT
62-66 Carter Lane, 
London,
EC4V 5EA
T: 020 7248 6361
E: info@bengaltiger.org.uk 
W: www.bengaltiger.org.uk   

BIANCO43
13-15 Leadehall Market,
London,
EC3V 1LR
T: 020 7929 6742
E: info@osteriadelmercato.
co.uk 
W: www.bianco43.com 

BLUEPRINT CAFÉ 
Design Museum, 
Shad Thames, 
London,
SE1 2YD
T: 020 7378 7031
E: blueprintcafe@danddlondon.
com 
W: www.blueprintcafe.co.uk 

BRUNSWICK HOUSE CAFÉ 
30 Wandsworth Road, 
London,
SW8 2LG
T: 020 7720 2926
E: info@brunswickhouse.com 
W: www.brunswickhouse.com 

BUBBA GUMP SHRIMP CO.
13 Coventry St, 
London,
W1D 7AB
T: 020 3763 5288
W: www.bubbagumpshrimp.
co.uk 

CAFÉ DES AMIS
11-14 Hanover Place, 
Covent Garden, 
London,
WC2E 9JP
T: 020 7379 3444
E: dine@cafedesamis.co.uk 
W: www.cafedesamis.co.uk 

CAFFE CONCERTO
Shaftesbury Avenue, 
Regent Street and Piccadilly 
T: 020 7494 9750
E: info@caffeconcerto.co.uk 
W: www.caffeconcerto.co.uk 

THE CARAMEL ROOM
Wilton Place,
The Berkeley, 
London,
SW1X 7RL
T: 020 7235 6000
E: dining@the-berkeley.co.uk 
W: www.the-berkeley.co.uk 

CINNAMON CLUB INDIAN 
RESTAURANT
30-32 Great Smith Street,
London,
SW1P 3BU
T: 020 7222 2555
E: info@cinnamonclub.com  
W: www.cinnamonclub.com 

CINNAMON SOHO
5 Kingly Street, 
London,
W1B 5PF
T: 020 7437 1664
W: www.cinnamonsoho.com 

CITY CAFÉ & MILLBANK 
LOUNGE
30 John Islip Street, 
London,
SW1P 4DD
T: 020 7630 1000
W: www.doubletree3.hilton.
com 

DANS LE NOIR
30-31 Clerkenwell Green,
London,
EC1R 0DU 
T: 020 7253 1100
E: bookings@danslenoir.com 
W: www.danslenoir.com 

DINNER BY HESTON 
BLUMENTHAL
66 Knightsbridge, 
London,
SW1X 7LA
T: 0207 201 3833 
E: molon-dinnerhb@mohg.com 
W: www.dinnerbyheston.com 
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FOR ALL YOUR GROUP MEAL REQUIREMENTS

FOR GROUP ENQUIRIES CALL 

020 7024 8455 or email 
salesuk@planethollywoodintl.com

HOLLYWOOD INSPIRED 
GROUP DINING

SPECIAL GROUP MENUS • EASY BOOKING 
• DISPLAY OF MOVIE MEMORABILIA 

• LARGE SEATING CAPACITY 
• LONDON HAYMARKET 
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Experience The
Household Cavalry
Story in London’s
Royal Heartland

Open daily from 10am
The Household Cavalry Museum
Horse Guards
Whitehall
London SW1A 2AX
Tel: 020 7930 3070

www.householdcavalrymuseum.co.uk
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DUCK & WAFFLE
110 Bishopsgate, 
London, EC2N 4AY
T: 020 3640 7310
E: duckandwaffle@sushisamba.
com 
W: www.duckandwaffle.com 

FERA AT CLARIDGE’S
49 Brook St, 
London,
W1K 4HR
T: 020 7107 8888
E: reservations@feraatclaridges.
co.uk 
W: www.feraatclaridges.co.uk 

FIRE & STONE
31-32 Maiden Lane, 
Covent Garden, 
London, 
WC2E 7JS
T: 0207 632 2084
W: www.fireandstone.com 

FRANKIE’S SPORTS 
BAR & DINER
Stamford Bridge, 
Fulham Road, 
London,
SW6 1HS
T: 020 7957 8298
E: info@frankiessportsdiner.
com 
W: www.frankiessportsdiner.
com 

GARFUNKEL’S
Leicester Square and The Strand 
T: 0203 117 5001
E: guestfeedback@garfunkels.
co.uk 
W: www.garfunkels.co.uk 

GREAT COURT RESTAURANT
British Museum, 
Great Russell Street,
London, WC1B 3DG
T: 020 7323 8990
E: BMrestaurant@benugo.com 
W: www.benugo.com/
restaurants/great-court-
restaurant 

THE GRILL AT THE 
DORCHESTER
53 Park Lane, 

London,
W1K 1QA
T: 020 7317 6531
W: www.dorchestercollection.
com 

HARD ROCK CAFÉ 
150 Old Park Lane, 
London,
W1K 1QZ
T: 020 7514 1700
E: london_reception@
hardrock.com 
W: www.hardrock.com/
cafes/london 

HARVEY NICHOLS 
FIFTH FLOOR
109-125 Knightsbridge, 
London,
SW1X 7RJ
T: 020 7235 5250
W: www.harveynichols.com/
restaurant 

HAWKSMOOR
Knightsbridge and Spitalfields
T: 020 7590 9290 
(Knightsbridge)
E: events@thehawksmoor.com 
W: www.thehawksmoor.com 

HELIOT STEAKHOUSE
14 Cranbourn Street, 
London,
WC2H 7JH
T: 020 7769 8844
E: london_reservations@togrp.
com 
W: www.hippodromecasino.
com/restaurant-bars-lounges 

HUDSON’S HOUSE 
BAR & RESTAURANT
St Giles Hotel,
1 Bedford Avenue,
London,
WC1B 3AU
T: 020 7300 3229
W: www.hudsons-house.co.uk 

JAMIE’S ITALIAN 
COVENT GARDEN
11 Upper St Martin’s Lane, 
London,

WC2H 9FB
T: 020 3326 6390
W: www.jamieoliver.com/italian/
restaurants/covent-garden 

JAMIE’S WINE BAR & 
RESTAURANT LONDON 
BRIDGE
10-18 London Bridge St, 
London,
SE1 9SG 
T: 020 7407 6962 
E: LondonBridge@jamiesbars.
co.uk
W: www.jamies.london 

MARCO PIERRE
STEAK & ALEHOUSE
109-117 Middlesex Street, 
London,
E1 7JF
T: 020 7247 5050
E: info@mpwsteakandalehouse.
org  
W: www.mpwsteakandalehouse.
org 

MASALA ZONE 
COVENT GARDEN
48 Floral Street, 
London,
WC2E 9DA
T: 020 7379 0101
E: coventgarden@masalazone.
com 
W: www.masalazone.com 

MAY FAIR KITCHEN
The May Fair Hotel, 
Stratton Street, 
London, W1J 8LT
T: 020 7915 3892
E: mfkhost@mayfairkitchen.
co.uk 
W: www.mayfairkitchen.co.uk

MEDIEVAL BANQUET
Ivory House, 
St Katherine Docks,
London, 
E1W 1BP
T: 020 7480 5353
E: info@medievalbanquet.com 
W: www.medievalbanquet.com 

MENIER CHOCOLATE 
FACTORY

 LONDON //  FOOD & DRINK
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53 Southwark Street,
London,
SE1 1RU
T: 020 7378 1713
E: office@
menierchocolatefactory.com 
W: www.
menierchocolatefactory.com 

MESTIZO MEXICAN 
RESTAURANT 
103 Hampstead Road, 
London,
NW1 3EL
T: 020 7387 4064
E: eat@mestizomx.com
W: www.mestizomx.com 

MINT LEAF RESTAURANT
Suffolk Place, 
London,
SW1Y 4HX
T: 020 7930 9020
W: www.mintleaflondon.
com 

THE MIRROR ROOM
Rosewood London,
High Holborn, 
London,
WC1V 7EN
T: 020 3747 8620
E: mirrorroom@
rosewoodhotels.com 
W: www.rosewoodhotels.com 

ONE TWENTY 
ONE TWO
The Royal Horseguards,
2 Whitehall Court,
London,
SW1A 2EJ
T: 0871 376 9033 
W: www.guoman.com 

OXO TOWER
Barge House Street,
South Bank,
London,
SE1 9PH
T: 020 7803 3888
E: oxo.reservations@
harveynichols.com 
W: www.harveynichols.com/
restaurant/the-oxo-tower 

PLANET HOLLYWOOD
57-60 Haymarket, 
London, SW1Y 4QX
T: 020 7287 1000
E: london-restaurant@
planethollywoodintl.com 
W: www.
planethollywoodlondon.
com 

THE PORTRAIT 
RESTAURANT
National Portrait Gallery, 
St Martin’s Place, 
London,
WC2H 0HE
T: 020 7312 2490
W: www.npg.org.uk/
portraitrestaurant 

RAINFOREST CAFÉ 
20 Shaftesbury Avenue, 
London, W1D 7EU
T: 020 7434 3111
W: www.therainforestcafe.
co.uk 

RILEYS SPORT BAR, 
HAYMARKET
80 Haymarket, 
London, SW1Y 4TE
T: 020 7930 0393
W: www.rileyssportsbars.co.uk 

THE SAVOY GRILL
Savoy Hotel, 
Savoy Court, 
London, WC2R 0EU
T: 020 7592 1600
W: www.gordonramsay.com/
thesavoygrill 

SCOFF & BANTER 
LEICESTER SQUARE
31-36 Leicester Square,
London, WC2H 7LH
T: 020 7666 0902
E: leicestersquare@
scoffandbanter.com 
W: www.scoffandbanter.london 

SPAGHETTI HOUSE
24 Cranbourn Street, 

London, WC2H 7AB
T: 020 7836 8168
W: www.spaghettihouse.co.uk 

SPORTS BAR & GRILL 
PICCADILLY CIRCUS
36-40 Rupert Street,
London,
W1D 6DW
T: 020 7434 2987
E: sportsbarandgrill 
piccadilly@gmail.com 
W: www.sportsbarandgrill.
co.uk 

STEAK AND LOBSTER
9-13 Bloomsbury Street, 
London, WC1B 3QD
T: 020 8817 0944
E: bloomsbury@
steakandlobster.com
W: www.steakandlobster.com 

STRAND DINING ROOMS
1-3 Strand, 
London,
WC2N 5EJ
T: 020 7930 8855
W: www.thestranddiningrooms.
com 

THE SWAN AT THE GLOBE
Shakespeare’s Globe, 
21 New Globe Walk, 
Bankside,London,
SE1 9DT
T: 020 7928 9444
E: reservations@loveswan.
co.uk 
W: www.swanlondon.co.uk 

TUTTONS
11-12 Russell Street, 
London,WC2B 5HZ
T: 020 7632 2081
E: tuttons@cgrestaurants.com
W: www.tuttons.com 

VINOPOLIS
1 Bank End, 
London,
SE1 9BU
T: 020 7940 8300
E: sales@vinopolis.co.uk
W: www.vinopolis.co.uk 
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PRE-THEATRE DINING

L
ondon is home to 
dazzling musicals and 
daring new writing, from 
the West End to the 

National Theatre, The Old Vic 
and more. And thanks to its 
equally fi ne array of restaurants, 
theatregoers can nourish their 
stomach as much as their soul, 
with plenty of eateries offering 
pre-theatre dining for groups. 

Here, we round up the city’s 
top dining experiences. 

Feeling peckish already? 
See visitlondon.com/travel-trade 

for more information on how 
to book.

THE HEART OF THEATRELAND
Let’s start our journey in Covent 
Garden, the heart of London’s 
Theatreland. 

Situated in the famous piazza, 
Tuttons is one of Covent 
Garden’s longest standing 
restaurants, located just a 
stone’s throw from the top 
theatres and shows.

The restaurant offers a pre-
theatre menu to enjoy before 
your performance. 

Sink into a plush red booth, 
offering fl oor to ceiling views of 
the historic piazza and indulge 
in two or three courses from 
Tuttons’ special menu. 

Dishes include roast salmon 
fi llet, wilted spinach with a 
shallot, tomato, olive and 
balsamic dressing and glazed 
apple and almond tart with 
ginger Chantilly cream.

Also located within the hustle 
and bustle of Covent Garden, 
Fire & Stone offers an innovative 
take on traditional pizza fare. 
Famous for its unique fl avour 
combinations and authentic 
toppings inspired by cities 
around the world, there is 
something for everyone to enjoy.

FROM THE STRAND TO WHITEHALL
Not far from the piazza, you will 

fi nd the Strand Dining Rooms. 
Whether you’re drawn by the 

dining décor at the front or the 
gentleman’s club ambience at 
the back, this recently opened 
restaurant is bound to prove a 
hit with groups seeking classic 
British fare. 

Its pre-theatre menu - served 
from 1700hrs until 1900hrs 
Monday to Sunday - includes 
hanger steak with Stilton 
and port butter, smoked 
garlic mashed potato and the 
appetising Strand seafood 
crumble, among other dishes.

WHITEHALL FAVOURITES
While in Whitehall, why not 
visit the OneTwentyOneTwo 
Restaurant at the historic Royal 
Horseguards Hotel. 

In commemoration of the 

Eat, Drink 
and Enjoy 
the Show

London & Partners round up the best 
places to enjoy a delicious meal before 
embarking to one of London’s world-
famous theatres

Tuttons is one of Covent 
Garden’s longest 
standing restaurants
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hotel’s former neighbour 
Scotland Yard, this restaurant is 
named after its famous telephone 
number, Whitehall 1212. 

Situated on the ground fl oor 
of the hotel, don’t miss the 
restaurant’s outdoor terrace 
that overlooks the London Eye. 
Specialising in contemporary 
dining, it caters for groups of up 
to 40 people with private dining 
rooms and al fresco dining as 
additional options. 

FUN DINING IDEAS
Looking for a fun pre-theatre 
dining option? Just around the 
corner from Victoria - and a 
short walk from Piccadilly - is 

the original Hard Rock Café. 
Opened in June 1971, it was the 
fi rst of its kind. 

Tuck into authentic American 
cuisine whilst experiencing the 
spirit of rock music, surrounded 
by memorabilia from iconic 
US artists. Before you leave, 
remember to pop to The Vault 
- London’s only rock and roll 
museum housed in The Rock 
Shop. 

Crowned the UK’s Best 
Group Dining Experience at 
the prestigious Group Travel 
Awards in summer 2014, Planet 
Hollywood is the UK’s only 
Hollywood-inspired restaurant, 
showcasing more than 60 pieces 

of movie memorabilia. 
Look out for Charlie Chaplin’s 

trademark cane, numerous 007 
pieces spanning several decades, 
a Storm Trooper’s helmet and 
‘The Hoff’s’ red shorts from 
Baywatch. You can even go palm-
to-palm with your heartthrob 
on the famous ‘Wall of Hands’. 
Surprise your group as their 
name appears in lights on the 
plasma screen to welcome 
them.

With several locations across 
London, groups are sure to 
fi nd something they like at 
Garfunkel’s. Choose from the 
traditional British breakfast, 
famous fi sh and chips, steaks and 
burgers served fresh from the 
grill or its brand new hot dogs, 
classic pasta or stone-baked 
pizzas. 

DINE AT UNUSUAL LOCATIONS
If you want to surprise your group 
with a more unusual location, the 
stunning Georgian architecture of 
St Martin-in-the-Fields’ Café in the 
Crypt is ideal. 

It’s also perfect if you plan to 
see a lunchtime concert followed 
by a theatre show, as both are 
within easy reach. Just across 
the road you’ll fi nd the National 
Café. Located in the magnifi cent 
National Gallery, it’s one of the 
most charming and elegant 
restaurants in London offering all 
day dining, from hearty breakfasts 
to e vening meals. ■

BOOK NOW
For more information 
and to start planning 
your pre-theatre dining 
experience contact London 
& Partners. Visit our 
dedicated travel trade 
website at visitlondon.
com/travel-trade to 
keep up-to-date with the 
latest openings and group 
offerings.

The Royal Horseguards

Hard Rock Café offers authentic 
American cuisine and rock 
music. HARD ROCK CAFE
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NATIONAL THEATRE
Situated on London’s South Bank, National Theatre offers bespoke 
tours backstage, which are performed by knowledgeable and 
entertaining guides. Here, visitors follow in the footsteps of past 
productions and uncover secrets that bring stories to life on stage. 
Tours take a little over an hour and are available for groups of eight 
or more at £7.50 each. To book email tours@nationaltheatre.org.uk 

SOUTHBANK CENTRE 
Built in 1951, Southbank Centre is a modern, artistic venue that 
offers a diverse range of guided tours for groups that explore the 
venue’s unique architecture and rich heritage. Each tour runs for 
approximately one hour on select dates throughout the year. 
To book email tours@southbankcentre.co.uk 

SHAKESPEARE’S GLOBE
Shakespeare’s Globe offers a combined Globe Exhibition & Tour, 
which gives groups the opportunity to learn more about the antique 
building and its famous playwright, William Shakespeare. 
Expert guides escort visitors around the iconic Globe Theatre, with 
tours commencing every 30 minutes. Group bookings must be made 
via the Group Request Form. For more information visit  
www.shakespearesglobe.com 

LONDON COLISEUM
St Martin’s Lane, 
London, 
WC2N 4ES
T: 020 7845 9300
E: bomanager@eno.org 
W: www.eno.org/guidedtours 

ROYAL OPERA HOUSE
Bow Street, 
Covent Garden, 
London, 
WC2E 9DD
T: 020 7304 4002
W: www.roh.org.uk/visit/tours 

THEATRE ROYAL DRURY LANE
St Catherine Street, 
London, 
WC2B 5JF
T: 0844 412 4660
W: www.reallyusefultheatres.
co.uk 

The 39 Steps at the 
Criterion Theatre 
features actors playing 
139 roles in 100 minutes

049_054_GTW_GGTL_Group Friendly.indd   49 22/04/2015   11:03



50       Group Travel World  l                                      GUIDE TO LONDON	 www.grouptravelworld.com

VICTORIA PALACE THEATRE
BILLY ELLIOT – THE MUSICAL
Booking To: December 2015
Times: Mon-Sat 1930, Thu & Sat 
1430
Length: 3hrs
Celebrating 10 years on 
the stage, Billy Elliot is the 
inspirational story of a young 
boy’s struggle against the odds 
to make his dreams come true. 

Groups of 10 plus receive 
a reduced rate of £31, 

valid for Monday-Thursday 
performances. Groups of 10 plus 
attending a performance on Friday 
evening will receive a reduced 
rate of £36.50. Groups of 10 plus 
attending a Saturday matinee will 
receive a reduced rate of £36.50. 
www.billyelliotthemusical.com 

#SEE GTW’s INTERVIEW WITH 
DEKA WALMSLEY IN OUR MAY 

2015 EDITION OR ONLINE AT WWW.
GROUPTRAVELWORLD.COM 

THEATRE ROYAL DRURY LANE
CHARLIE & THE  
CHOCOLATE FACTORY
Booking To: June 2016
Times: Mon-Sat 1930, Thu & Sat 
1500
Length: 2hrs 30mins
Charlie & The Chocolate Factory 
sees Roald Dahl’s deliciously 
dark tale come to life in the 
West End. Backed by an 
award-winning creative team, 
Charlie & The Chocolate Factory 
is guaranteed to dazzle your 
senses. 

Groups of 12 plus receive a 
reduced rate of £45, valid 

for Monday-Friday performances 
and Wednesday matinees. Groups 
of 40 plus receive a reduced 
rate of £35, valid for Monday-
Thursday performances. www.
charlieandthechocolatefactory.com 

PICCADILLY THEATRE
JERSEY BOYS
Booking To: October 2015
Times: Tue-Sat 1930, Tue & Sat 
1500, Sun 1700
Length: 2hrs 35mins
Jersey Boys documents the rise 
to fame of Frankie Valli and the 
Four Seasons, featuring such hits 
as Bye Bye Baby (Baby Goodbye) 
and Big Girls Don’t Cry. 
Jersey Boys has been seen 
by over 20million people 
worldwide and has won 55 
major awards, including the 
Olivier Award for ‘Best New 
Musical.’

Groups of 10 plus receive 
a reduced rate of £32.50, 

valid for Tuesday-Thursday 
performances. Friday evening 
and Sunday matinees are reduced 
to £37.50. Groups of 40 plus 
receive a reduced rate of £32.50, 
valid for Friday evening and 
Sunday matinees.  www.jersey 
boyslondon.com 

QUEEN THEATRE
LES MISERABLES
Booking To: March 2016
Times: Mon-Sat 1930, Wed & 
Sat 1430
Length: 3hrs
Les Misérables is set in 19th 
century France and tells the 

enthralling story of broken 
dreams and unrequited 
love, passion, sacrifice and 
redemption. Celebrating its 30th 
year, such songs featured include 
I Dreamed A Dream, Bring Him 
Home, One Day More and On 
My Own. 

Groups of 10 plus receive 
a reduced rate of £42.50, 

valid for Monday-Thursday 
performances and Wednesday 
matinees. 

Educational Workshops and 
Backstage Tours are available 
and provide an informative 
insight into the history of the 
production and stagecraft used 
during each performance. 

Groups are admitted at 
£8.50 per pupil, with 

Backstage Tours available for an 
additional £5 per pupil. Choral 
Workshops costs £8.50 per pupil. 
www.lesmis.com/uk 

LYCEUM THEATRE
THE LION KING
Booking To: October 2015
Times: Tue-Sat 1930, Weds, Sat 
& Sun 1430
Length: 2hrs 45mins
The Lion King celebrates its 
16th year at London’s Lyceum 

What’s on

Les Miserables at the Queen’s Theatre celebrates its 30th year in 2015

LONDON // THEATRE
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Theatre and depicts the 
evocative rhythms of Africa 
through glorious colours, 
stunning special effects and 
enchanting music. The Lion 
King recently concluded its 
UK & Ireland Tour, with the 
popular West End production 
seen by over 75million people 
worldwide. 

Groups of 12 plus receive a 
reduced rate of £45 (Stalls 

& Dress Circle) and £35 (Grand 
Circle), valid for Tuesday-Friday 
performances. Groups of 40 plus 
receive a reduced rate of £39.50 
(Stalls & Dress Circle) and £29.50 
(Grand Circle), valid for Tuesday-
Friday performances.  
www.thelionking.co.uk 

NOVELLO THEATRE
MAMMA MIA
Booking To: October 2015
Times: Mon-Sat 1945, Thu & Sat 
1500
Length: 2hrs 30mins
Mamma Mia at the Novello 
Theatre celebrates the timeless 
music of ABBA, and invites 
students of various ages to 
discover their inner disco 
diva by recreating production 
highlights through an Educational 
Workshop. 

Groups of 10 plus are 
permitted at £8.50 

per person. Groups of 10 plus 
attending Mamma Mia at the 
Novello Theatre will receive a 
reduced rate of £38.50, valid for 
Monday-Friday performances. 
www.mamma-mia.com/london 

CAMBRIDGE THEATRE
MATILDA – THE MUSICAL 
Booking To: December 2015
Times: Tue 1900, Wed-Sat 1930, 
Wed & Sat 1430, Sun 1500
Length: 2hrs 40mins
Based on the twisted novel by 
Roald Dahl, Matilda The Musical 
is a captivating masterpiece 
produced by the Royal 
Shakespeare Company. Matilda 
The Musical revels in the anarchy 
of childhood, the power of 
imagination and narrates the 
inspirational story of a young girl 
who dares to change her destiny.

Groups of 10 plus receive 
a reduced rate of £45, 

valid for Tuesday-Thursday 
performances. Groups of 40 plus 
receive a reduced rate of £39.50, 
valid for Tuesday to Thursday 
performances.  
www.uk.matildathemusical.com 

ST MARTIN’S THEATRE
THE MOUSETRAP
Booking To: December 2015
Times: Mon-Sat 1930, Tue 1500, 
Sat 1600
Length: 2hrs 15mins

The world’s longest running 
musical celebrates 63 years 
in 2015, with The Mousetrap 
recently celebrating its 25,000th 
performance at St Martin’s 
Theatre. Agatha Christie’s classic 
‘whodunit’ is an unmissable 
piece of theatrical history. 
The Mousetrap embarked on 
its diamond anniversary tour in 
April 2015. 

A maximum of nine tickets 
can be purchased online via 

www.the-mousetrap.co.uk. For 
bookings of 10 or more, contact 
the Box Office on 0844 499 1515. 

HER MAJESTY’S THEATRE
PHANTOM OF THE OPERA
Booking To: March 2016
Times: Mon-Sat 1930, Thu & Sat 
1430
Length: 2hrs 30mins
Phantom of the Opera is 
celebrating its 29th year at Her 
Majesty’s Theatre. 
Phantom of the Opera features an 
unforgettable score by Andrew 
Lloyd Webber, combined with 
intense scenery and breathtaking 
special effects that work to bring 
the legendary love story to live 
on stage. 

Groups of 10 plus receive 
a reduced rate of £39.75 

(£42.50 from September 28, 
2015), valid for Monday-Friday 
performances and Saturday 
matinees. Thursday matinees are 
reduced to £28.

Q&A’s are available to book 
following the Thursday matinee 
performance. A pre-matinee 
Educational Workshop is 
available for those who wish to 
make a day of it. 

Q&A costs £5 per pupil, with 
groups of 10 plus permitted to 
the Workshop at £8.50 per pupil. 
www.thephantomoftheopera.com/
london 

LYRIC THEATRE
THRILLER LIVEMamma Mia at the Novello Theatre celebrates the timeless music of ABBA

LONDON // THEATRE
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Booking To: April 2016
Times: Tue-Fri 1930, Sat 1600 & 
2000, Sun 1530 & 1930
Length: 2hrs 30mins
Celebrating its 6th year, Thriller 
Live commemorates the late 
musician, Michael Jackson. 
Thriller Live opened at the Lyric 
Theatre on January 2, 2009 and 
has since become the longest 
running show performed at 
the venue. From pop to rock 
and soul to disco, Thriller Live 
features such tunes as Smooth 
Criminal, Dirty Diana and Thriller. 

Groups of 8 plus receive 
a reduced rate of £29.50, 

excluding Friday and Saturday 
evenings. www.thrillerlive.com 

NEW LONDON THEATRE
WAR HORSE
Booking To: February 2016
Times: Mon-Sat 1930, Tue 1900, 
Wed-Sat 1930, Thu & Sat 1430
Length: 2hrs 40mins
Adapted from the beloved 
novel by Michael Morpurgo, 
War Horse is a powerfully 
moving and imaginative drama 
that transports the audience 
from the sublime fields of rural 
Devon to the harsh trenches 
of World War One. War Horse 
features astonishing life-sized 
horses specially constructed by 
Handspring Puppet Company. 

Groups of 10 plus receive a 
reduced rate of £45, with 

groups of 30 plus receiving a 
reduced rate of £39.50, valid for 
Monday-Thursday performances. 

War Horse Puppetry 
Workshop has been 
designed to give students 
a primary understanding of 
characterisation. 

Practitioners at the National 
Theatre - who mirror as 
performers and puppeteers in 
the production - run the War 
Horse Puppetry Workshop. 
www.warhorseonstage.com 

#SEE GTW’s INTERVIEW WITH 
EMMA THORNETT, WHO PLAYS 

BABY JOEY IN WAR HORSE, AT 
WWW.GROUPTRAVELWORLD.COM 

APOLLO VICTORIA
WICKED
Booking To: April 2016
Times: Mon-Sat 1930, Wed & 
Sat 1430
Length: 2hrs 50mins
Wicked is a creative reimagining 
of The Wonderful Wizard of 
Oz, narrating the tale of the 
frightfully misunderstood 
Wicked Witch of the West. 
Based on Gregory Maguire’s 
acclaimed 1995 novel - Wicked: 
The Life and Times of the Wicked 
Witch of the West – Wicked tells 
the untold friendship of two 
girls; Glinda and Elphaba.
 

Groups of 10 plus receive 
a reduced rate of £29.50, 

valid for Monday-Thursday 
performances. Friday evening and 
Saturday matinee performances 
are reduced to £32.50. 

Groups of 35 plus receive a 
reduced rate of £25, valid for 
Monday-Thursday performances, 
with Wednesday matinees 
reduced to £32.50.
www.wickedthemusical.co.uk 
 

FORTUNE THEATRE
WOMAN IN BLACK
Booking To: January 2016
Times: Tue-Sat 2000, Tue & Thu 
1500, Sat 1600
Length: 2hrs
Woman in Black is celebrating 
25 years in the West End, 
with Robin Herford’s gripping 
production a brilliantly successful 
example of atmospheric, 
illustrious and controlled horror. 

Reduced rates are 
available for parties of 

8 or more, with school groups 
of 10 plus permitted at certain 
performances. 

Woman in Black Workshop 
welcomes visitors into the 
Fortune Theatre, to tread the set 
and experience how the Woman 
in Black conveys tension to hugely 
dramatic effect. Fully experienced 
West End professionals lead the 
Workshops. Cost depends on 
group size, with Workshops taking 
approximately 60-90 minutes. 

Additionally, Q&A sessions 
are available exclusively for 
schools and groups and last 
approximately 20 minutes. To 
arrange a session contact Jon 
Huyton on 07971078411.

The Mousetrap celebrates 63 years in the West End, making it the 
world’s longest running musical
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LONDON // EVENTS

l MAY 2015

LONDON COFFEE FESTIVAL
A celebration for coffee lovers, 
including samples, demonstrations 
and live music
May 1 – May 3, 2015
Old Truman Brewery, Brick Lane
www.londoncoffeefestival.com

ELECTRIC RUN
5km starlit fun-run followed by an 
all-night party with world famous 
DJs
May 2, 2015
Wembley Park, Wembley
www.electricrun.co.uk/london

LONDON CRAFT WEEK
Inaugural festival of activities and 
shows in famous galleries and 
back-street workshops
May 6 – May 10, 2015
Various venues
www.craftscouncil.org.uk/
articles/london-craft-week

MUSEUMS AT NIGHT
A series of late-night events in the 
capital’s biggest museums and 
quirkiest attractions
May 14 – May 16, 2015
Various venues
www.museumsatnight.org.uk

STAR WARS AT MADAME 
TUSSAUDS
See all your favourite Star Wars 
characters made entirely from wax
May 16 – December 31, 2015
Marylebone Road
www.starwars.madametussauds.
com/london

FESTIVALASIA
Debut event showcasing 
everything Asian, from food to 
fashion and music to martial arts
May 15 – May 17, 2015
Tobacco Dock, Docklands
www.festivalasia.co.uk

FOODIES FESTIVAL
Celebrity chefs and tasting 
theatres are present at this three 
day gastronomic event
May 23 – May 26, 2015
Syson Park, Brentford
www.syonpark.co.uk

l JUNE 2015

FIELD DAY FESTIVAL
Underground DJs and folk 
musicians rub shoulders at one of 
London’s best-loved alternative 
music festivals
June 6 – June 7, 2015
Victoria Park, Tower Hamlets
www.fielddayfestivals.co.uk

TROOPING THE COLOUR: THE 
QUEEN’S BIRTHDAY PARADE
All the pomp and pageantry you 
would expect on Her Majesty’s 
official birthday.
June 13, 2015
Horse Guards Parade, 
Westminster
www.trooping-the-colour.co.uk

WIMBLEDON TENNIS 
CHAMPIONSHIPS
Get the strawberries and cream 
ready for the jewel in international 
tennis’s crown
June 29 – July 12, 2015
All England Lawn Tennis Club, 
SW19
www.wimbledon.com

RHS HAMPTON COURT PALACE 
FLOWER SHOW
Enjoy the work of the country’s 
leading horticulturalists and 
garden designers
June 30 – July 5, 2015
Hampton Court Palace, 
www.rhs.org.uk/Shows & events

l JULY 2015

WIRELESS FESTIVAL

Mary J. Blige, Drake and Aviici 
grace one of this year’s most 
eclectic pop events
July 3 – July 4, 2015
Finsbury Park, Haringey
www.wirelessfestival.co.uk

HYPER JAPAN FESTIVAL
The O2 becomes a little Tokyo 
with this celebration of Japanese 
culture and trends
June 10 – July 12, 2015
The O2, Greenwich
www.theo2.co.uk/events/detail/
hyper-japan-festival-2015

LOVEBOX FESTIVAL
Music, dance, performance art 
and mischief are all promised at 
this boutique festival
July 17 – July 18, 2015
Victoria Park, Tower Hamlets
www.loveboxfestival.com

BUCKINGHAM PALACE 
SUMMER OPENING
Visit the famous state-rooms 
while the royal family enjoy their 
summer holidays
July 25 – September 27, 2015
Buckingham Palace, Westminster
www.royalcollection.org.uk/visit

l AUGUST 2015

RIDE LONDON
Central London is closed to traffic 
for cyclists to have free-reign all 
weekend
August 1, 2015
Various locations
www.prudentialridelondon.
co.uk

VISIONS FESTIVAL
Music, food stalls and exhibitions 
consume Hackney for the third 
consecutive year
August 8, 2015
Throughout Hackney
www.visionsfestival.com

London events 2015/16
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LONDON // EVENTS

MIND SPORTS OLYMPIAD
Win a gold medal without 
breaking a sweat at this table-top 
and board game festival
August 23 – August 31, 2015
JW3, Hampstead
www.msoworld.com

SOUTH WEST FOUR
EDM, Electro and Trance fill 
Clapham Common at this club-
themed dance festival
August 29 – August 30, 2015
Clapham Common, Clapham
www.southwestfour.com

l SEPTEMBER 2015

ONBLACKHEATH FESTIVAL
Elbow, Manic Street Preachers, 
Madness and Kelis top the bill on 
this two-day event
September 12 -13, 2015
Blackheath, SE London
www.onblackheath.com

l OCTOBER 2015

V & A EXHIBITION ROAD PROJECT
Celebrate the opening of this 
purpose-built underground 
courtyard exhibition space
October 1, 2015
V&A Museum, Cromwell road.
www.vam.ac.uk

RUGBY WORLD CUP
Enjoy Rugby’s biggest competition 
on home soil
Various dates in October 2015
Twickenham and Olympic 
Stadiums
www.rugbyworldcup.com

REGENT STREET MOTOR 
SHOW
Free-to-view event showcasing 
120 years of motoring on London’s 
famous streets
October 31, 2015
Regent Street, Westminster
http://www.veterancarrun.com/
event-info

NFL UK
Watch Kansas City Chiefs take 
on Detroit Lions in the last of this 

year’s Wembley clashes
October 4, 25, November 1, 2015
Wembley Stadium, Wembley
www.nfluk.com/tickets

l NOVEMBER 2015

BONHAMS LONDON TO 
BRIGHTON VINTAGE VEHICLE 
RUN
Enjoy the ride or just the view 
at the “World’s Longest Running 
Motoring Event”
November 1, 2015
(Starting from) Hyde Park Corner
www.veterancarrun.com/

OXFORD STREET CHRISTMAS 
LIGHT SWITCH-ON
Watch the iconic lights get 
switched on from John Lewis’ 
flagship store
November 2015
Oxford Street, Westminster

GUY FAWKES NIGHT 
SPECTACULAR
Where better to see fireworks 
go off with a bang than at a 
Gunpowder Factory?
November 7 – November 8, 2015
Royal Gunpowder Mills, 
Waltham Abbey
www.royalgunpowdermills.com/
whats-and-events

l DECEMBER 2015

CHANUKAH ON THE SQUARE
Celebrate the Jewish festival of 
lights on Trafalgar square
December 2015
www.london.gov.uk/events/
chanukah

NYE FIREWORKS DISPLAY
Watch the world’ favourite New 
Years Eve celebration from the 
banks of the River Thames
December 31, 2015
London Eye, and along the  
River Thames
www.london.gov.uk/get-
involved/events/london-nye-
2015-fireworks

l JANUARY 2016

NEW YEARS DAY PARADE
Expect huge Disney-style floats 
and entertainment, including 
marching bands and much more
January 1, 2016
Parliament Square
www.londontown.com/
LondonEvents/New-Years-Day-
Parade/e5c5d

LONDON ART FAIR
Museum quality modern British 
art is presented alongside 
contemporary work
Business Design Centre, Upper 
Street
January 20 – January 24, 2016
www.londonartfair.co.uk

BURNS NIGHT
Celebrate the birthday of 
Scotland’s favourite poet Robbie 
Burns without crossing the border
January 25, 2016
Various locations

GROUP TRAVEL 
WORLD 
DIRECTORY
GTW have created a 
directory for group 
travel organisers, where 
they can find full details 
of accommodation, 
attractions, tourist 
boards and restaurants 
tailored to the group 
travel market. 

Visitors can easily 
search through GTW’s 
extensive listings, which 
include everything a GTO 
needs to organise an 
itinerary within the UK 
and Republic of Ireland. 
www.grouptravelworld.
com/directory 
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If you’re booking a trip for ten or more people  
our UK-based Group Gurus will get you sorted.

With big discounts, hassle-free booking and 
our experts to guide you through every step, 

it’s the most enlightening way to travel.

 Visit virgintrains.com/grouptravel
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